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To the Reader, 


ſince, a Diſcourſe; un- 


Here came out '10t toig 
Fe = this following Ti- 


: The GROU NDS and OC- 
|- CASIONS of the CON- 
| TEMPT of the CLERGY 
and RELIGION Enquired in- 


to . in a;Lecter Writtegy-c0 
ww 


So that here-is firſt, a Con- 
tempt , Preſuppoſed ; * With a 
ſearch into The Grounds and 
Occaſions of it : and Then, « 
A 2 Reſo* 


To the Reader. 


'Reſolution »pon the Queſtion, 
Pay. 3. That Ignorance and Po- 


verty'; afe the Grounds «nd Oc- 
caſions of that Contempt. Af- 
ter. Which, tbe, Author of this 
Letter. takes wonderful pains to 
Prove.the Clergy contempti- 
ble, by Endeavouring to make 
ihem ſo. Firſt , be dreſſes_you 
up a Vicar in a Fools-Coat, 
with 3 Capons Feather in bis 
Cap, and then laughs at him. But 
all this while , be tells us in his 
Preface, That he has a moſt 
ſolemn Reverence for the Cler- 
gy-in General ; and Eſpecially 
| for that of En oland. Now how 
to reconcile The Clergy in the Þ} 
Preface, with the Clergy i in the 
Text, . |} 


Tothe Reader. 


Text, «and Title-Page, Tveannbr 
mnagine; ; for he: has'a ; YR 
verence it /eems,; for the Oweaud' 
4 a er the: herb 
Uunlefs. be will ſay, that bg 

of x ke plan Clerpy | Befobe,. 
and After; and of the: Engliſk: 
Clergy in the Middle, "or that: 
by the Clergy. in General, tbe Jn-- 
tends the Clergy with Reſtrithis 
On. But without mare atlsi.! it; 
is the Generality df #he\ 
Cletpy , that pes Plegſeds db 
vide = Fools and COpT1 | 
When be bas frianied\to bimfelf, ew 
of Plays,. Clubs, Old Sroriey,! 
Phancy and Invention, Pitiful, 
Comical, | ſenceleſs Sir John, | 
Vithout either Brains, Mode, or 
A} Mo- 


To.'tbe*Reider. 


Money; Thitis:it, which be des 
livets.aver to the World for the 
Chapaeter of That Clergy. And 
it $$a{PleaJanely Drawn, a if 
Sir:Bepgerbin/clf.\bad ſet for bis 
Pidhire! We fhdll nefer the Merit 
ofxbe.Cavy fo its. Proper place, 

and \only offer «bord or two at 
Print, by wayof: Enquiry into 
the Grounds nd Occaſi 10ns of 
bis Enquirys: IS 

bei\makey; this Enquiry, 

for Infrmation of Hiroſelf 
«> Others:? 1} the former ; 

tvor-bt Publifh 16.2 « If he 
__ T pauldrfuin' kuow., | 
hat End,; and with what gelign 
the Thing is done ,1unleſs 5t be to 
Dnbinge the Guvermment. The 

A firſt 


To the Reader. 


firſt: Point in (onfideration , is 
This 3' Whether the Clergy be 
contemptible, or Not ? Where- 
upon, moſt Natarally Follows , in 
the very next Place , This Que- 
ftion,Whether or no ſalt the Peo- 
ple Believe their Teachers; and 
follow their Guides ? Por moſt 
undoubtedly, they will do,' or not 
do, the one, and the other, accor- 
ding to the opinion they bave of 
them, or Reverence for them. ' ' A- 
gain: If be tells the People but 
What they knew before, be might 
have ſaved bimfelf that Labour : 
But if be Pretends to a further 
diſcovery, It looks as if bis Bufineſs 
Were not ſo much to ſhew that the 
Clergy are contemptible, as to 
A 4 Pro- 


To the Reader. 
Procure that they may be thought 


ſo;; and in aword,, to. et up tbe 
Chyrch for a Jackra-Lent, for 
every May to throw g Cudgel «t: 

Eſpecially conſt dering that the 
Whole Proje& is Carried on with 
the Spirit ,and Liberty of « Farce; 
and Calculated, ſo Pat, to the 
Meridian of the Rabble that 
if Merry \ Andrew had but. bit 
upon it time Enough ; *Tis forty . 
to one We ſhould have ſeen . bhe 
whole Story , ere this, in a Pupe 
pet-Play. And why al this 'ta 
the People > Alas! They, cau- 
not belp it,” unleſs they ſhauld fall 
to their old Trade of Reformation 
again , and one Would Think we 
have bad Enough of that Already. 


Nay, 


To the Reader. 


Nay ; put the (aſe, that the 
Monkey-Tricks , Apes-faces, 
and Fooleries, which be faftens 
upon our Clergy, were all True; 
(The contrary whereof us as clear 
4s the Sun) He's but an ungra- 
cious Child yet , that lays open 
the aakednels of his Mother. 
Nar indeed does the ſtreſs of 
this Imputgtion lie ſo heavy upon 
the Illiterate, Imprudent or Ne- 
ceſlrous part of the Clergy , as 
#pon the Government « ſelf. 
For, without diſpute, thoſe miſe- 
rable Creatures which be makes 
himſelf ſo merry withal, would 
be Wiſer, and Wealthier if they 
could : But the Charge lies upon 
their Superiours , for Chuſing 


and 


To the Reader. 


and Providing no better :. \' And 
this.is no other than the old Trick 
over again , of wounding our Go- 
vernours through the f des of rhejr 
Miiſters; and tearing the. Gw 
yernment all to Pieces , under (6- 
lour of mending it. el 
Neither will it much help the 
matter , to ſay that this Enquiry 
was not intended ſo 'much'for a 
Remonſtrance to the People, of 
the deſpicable Faculties , and E- 
ſlate , of their Spiritual Guides : 
as for a Hint to Authority , in 
order t0 their better Proviſion, and 
fupply. For firſt . there is no pro- 
portion at all betwixt the Dignity 
of the SubjeFt, and the manner of 
handling it : betwixt the ſolemnity 


of 
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To the Reader. 


of the Pretence , and the licentious 
Freedom. of - the Stite : - which 
runs altogether in a vein of Popu- 
lar Humour, and Drollery : and 
it is not uſnal for Men to addrels, 
to Kings , or Parliaments in 
Raillery or Burleſque.” Now 
as there is a Certainty of Mil- 
7 chief on the one band, there 5s 
3 not ſo much as any Probability {F 
might bave ſaid Poſhbilicy). of 
3 Benefit on theother, Por, 
Secondly, Beſide the Indecency, 
and Incongruity of the Application, 
The Inquifitor ſeems to be no lefs 
Miſtaken in bis Expedient , than 
in bis Method. For it may be 
0bſerved', that notwithſtanding 
his diſtribution into Fools , and 
Beg- 


To the Reader. 


Bepgers ; All bis Beggers , are 
Fools too over and above,' and 
ſubjeFed indifferently npon both 
Accompts , to: Deriſfion, and 
ſcorn. So that unleſs be can find 
@ Way to Cure Their Ignorance, 
«5 well as Their Poverty, when 
eur Governours ſhall bave done 
their beft upon the Point of Main- 
tenance and Revenue, we ſhall 
be ſtill s much at a loſs a4 ever, 
upon the more material Points of 
Learning and Sufficiency , Fx- 
cept be would bave the Clergy 
new-modell'd, and the Poor 
Fools be talks of, turn'd to Graſs 
again by Hundreds, with Whites 
Centuries of Scandalous and 
Inſufficient Miniſters, ond 

then 


Tothe Reader; 


then the Work , were done. 

| And yet after all this appea- 
rance of Miſcbief, Intended, «nd 
Contrived, 1 have ſtill tbe Chas 
rity to Perfwade my ſelf that it is 
all but Chance-medley, and chat 
the Gentleman bas no malice in 
his Heart. - Not only becauſe be 
Gives us to Onderfland in bis 
Preface, (by way of Anticipation) 
that he is no Male-content.either 
Eccleſiaſtical, or Civil , what- 
ever he may ſeem to be., but 4 
3 manmay gather as much methinks, 
3 from the very Air of bis Writing, 
* Which ſavours more of a Droll 
than of a Mutineer. But this 
dees not acquit bim yet of Great 
Inadvertency, jn a freedom of this 


nature, 


To the Reader. 


' nature. Theſe Squibs and Crac- 


kers may do well Endugh, in a fits 
ting place, or ſeaſon; but ſach 
a Pampblet to the Mulrtitude, and 
in This JunEture too , is like a 
Fire-work into the Powder- 
Room, it blows up all into (on- 
fuſion : And thongh it may pro- 
voke Laughter, and make ſport 
for a while; yet in the End, it runs 
naturally ints Sedition and 
Schilm. 

I know very well, that in a 
ſecond Letter of Obſervations 
upon an Anſwer to the former ; 
otir Author would be thought to 
take another Biaſs, in turning 
the Point of the Satyr upon the 
Nonconformiſts : but chat ſhift 
will 


| 
| 


To the Reader. 


will not ſquare at all with the ſcope 
of bis Pretenfions, For in flead 
of ſmall, and Beggerly Allow- 
ances, they have juft none at all; 
neither is their Ignorance , 4 
ſcandal to our Miniſtry , but on 
the contrary, an Honour, and 
Advantage , upon the compari- 
ſon. %, 

To Cloſe up all in a Syllable , 
There's « pretty Fardle of Tales 
bundled together , and they have 
had the hap to fall into ſuch hands 
as had rather loſe « Friend (not to 
ſay their Country) than a Jeſt. 
We ſhall proceed noþ to a Confides 
ration of the Letter it ſelf. 


The 


ee 
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#. He Gentleman our Author is 

83 pleaſed to fpend ſo much Ink 

# and Complement upon in his 

LA doubty Letter, you muſt fup- 

| pole to be 7; uhas, forme Man 
of Parts; becauſe he tells us he hath al- 
ways been a devout Admirer , as well as 
ftri& Obſerver of bis Afﬀions » and bath 
conftantly taken a great delight to tonexr 
with Him in bis very Thoughts :- And who 
do you gueſs this may be? Truly I am 
of the opinion he {6 tar Apes Antoninzs, 
aS that he writes eg ftavr'y , and means 
his own dear Self in plain-Engliſh :* T. B. 
and R. L.. are intended only for Blinds : 
_ 2a 
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Ou; neſeit diſſimulare , neſcit vivere ; So 
tar "= Fe AE a Politician. Whad 
a Church-man he 1s, he would next in- 
finuate by profeſſing that he hath a 

rcater kindneſs for our Mother of Eyg- 
Ld, than for the painted Lady” at Rome, 
oriny Leuring-Goſſtp of Geneva, *Amſter- 
dam, &c. But all this while he defires not 
to be called her Soy , contenting himſelf 
to be only much her Servant, in divulging 
her pretended faults, and propounding 
Reformation-worhk, as it he had been Secre- 
tary to ſome Committee of plunder'd Mi- 
wiſters in thoſe bleſſed Times. 

That the valueot our Clergy is or hath 
becn lefſen'd, he reters to two very; plain 
things, the 1gnorance of ſome of them, and 
the Poverty oft others. Theſe are the Fa- 
chin and Boaz, the two Pillars or. Poles on 
which his Aery Caſtle hangs 3 which it we 
fhall chance to ſubvert or unhinge, let the 
Giant that built and ſwaggers.in't , look 
to himlſelt. | 


—— Ouid enim tentare nocebit ? 


(I, can't forbear a ſcrap of the Pact now ; 
and then, though I know it trqubles him # 
wikly,) Now 
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Now that I may not be altogether with- 
out method , I ſhall lay down three plain 
Propoſitions, againſt his two plain Things, 
which (I doubt not ) will make it as 
clear as any Demonliration in Exchid,that 
my Gentleman had better have employed 
his time , which lay ſo much upon his 
hands,in pilling of Straws,or catching But- 
terflies, than in picking of holes in a Ca- 
aonical Coat. 


The firſt is this, That neither Igzorauce 
nor Poverty do always neceſſarily infer 
contempt. 

The ſecond , That Ignorance and Po- 
erty are moſt injuriouſly taſten'd upon 
the preſent Engliſh Clergy. 

Fhe third , That if the Eng/iſh Clergy 
be not duly valued , but lie under ſome 
contempt , it is to be attributed to other, 
and thoſe far different reaſons. 


And firſt of the fixſt , That neither a 
zorance nor Poverty do always neceſſarily 
infer contempt. Not that 1am much mn 
love. with either of then, or intend to 
write a Panegyrique in their Commenda- 
tion 3 but only indicate theix npgeenes 

B 2 G 
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ſo far, as to ſhow, that admitting my Ad- 
verſaries bold Hypotheſis were true, viz. 
That the Engliſh Clergy is both poor and 
tonorant , (Wwhich” we are to cxamine 1n 
61 time ) yet it would not follow that 
their contempt muſt needs be derived from 
thoſe ary” aa : for it is well known 
to all that are vers'd in Things and Books 
bearing date a little before yeſterday, that 
a great part of Mankind have and do till 
account Poverty a thing ſacred, and make 
Ipnorance the Mother of their Devotion, as 
well as Admiration. Firſt, as for Igno- 
race, however it may render private men 
inconſiderable , yet it hath no ſuch nece(- 
(ary influence and «ffe& on publick Per- 
ſons, ( bating me that mortal fin of a 
School-diſtinftion ) whoſe reputation and 
eltecm is not ever built upon, or preferv'd 
by their Learning and Knowledge , but 
ſometimes to be attributed purely to the 
dignity of their Rank and Place. Though 
the Mayor of the Town be but a Thatcher, 
and guilty of ſo httle Scholarſhip, that he 
£0es about to read his Commiſſion with 
the wrong end upwards ; yer by vertue of 
his Gown, Mace, and other Enfigns of 
Power and Government, he ſhall com- 

þ mand 


(s] 
' "mand gn awe and reſpe& from all the 
Ne hbourhood' under his Jurifdicion : 
| 7 tis neither neceſſary nor true de f- 
@o, that all Princes prove as Learned as 
Moſes, or as Wiſe as Solomon : ſome have 
had ſuch ordinary natural or acquired per- 
ſonal abilities,' that they have bcen fain to 
leave the management of their Afﬀairs 
wholly to the Wiſdom of their Councils ; 
yet all this while their SubjeQs have not 
withheld due Honour and Obedience from 
them , ſince their ſacred Fundion and So- 
vereign Authority are of themſelves ſuffi- 
cient Guards to the Imperial Crown. 
Where the word of a King is, there is 
Power, ( faith Solomon ) whether, like 
ſome Alexander, he is wont to ſleep with 
Homer, or Plato under his Pillow, or ſpend 
his moſt ſerious hours, with Domitian, in 
that malancholique employment of catch- 
Ing and ſtabbing of Flies. Now although 
Moſes ( by xeaſon of the advantage of his 
Education , as he was the reputed Son of 
Pharaoh's Daughtcr ) was learned in all 
the Wiſdom of the Egyptians yet we no 
where read that Aaron was any great 
Scholar , but only capacitated wh a 
Month to Moſes , _—_ Moſes was to him 
3 in 


[5] 
in ſicad of God: And that he and his Po- 
ſterity (upon whom that Prieſthood was 
entaild) were had in great honour by the 
People, is to be attributed to their ſtu- 
pendiouſly ſolemn Conſecration , their rich 
Attire, and diſtinguiſhing Veſtmexts, their 
Mitresand holy Crowns, and their ſacred 
D#ttion, defign'd on purpoſe to beget and 
maintain a venerable eftecam of them in 
Mens Minds, together with Gods expreſs 
command they ſhould not be evil ſpoken 
of , Exod. 22.28. and his ſevere Judg- 
ments upon ſuch as did not reſpect theip 
perſons, Lam-4-16. AndI appeal to the 
whole Series of the Jewiſh Dilpenſation, 
whether thole Prieſts muſt nceds be all 
profound Doeffors and Rabbies, whoſe bu- 
fincſs was to rive Oxen, ( not Texts ) blow 
Trumpets, offer Incenſe , and the like ; 
kere was no need of quick Parts, ample 
Faculties, or much-acquired Knowledge 3 
and yet their Miniſtry and Perſons (tor 
their Orders ſake) were never ſulpe&ed 
of contempt» Again, if it were worth the 
while to rake in the Dunghil of Pagan I- 
dolatry, it would ecalily appear what igno» 
rant and ſtupid Wretches their Prieſts ge- 
nerally were, and yet had the People in 

T- grcat 


gyeat awe, voi if upon the fat 
vage, obſcene, arid nous Rites of the 
more barbarous Natfots  Yheit Gtrific 
_ and ___ W479" Devil ,' = 
ink Il thanfet ig things for Dei- 
thes'2 teepting 'orly the (true God that 
made the Vroas, 'F thall' only niete iti 
tranfitn how things: ſto08d) with the Rv- 
mans, Who pretended to be the &:/#zc4 
People :- for whatever PH1y boaſts tes the 
contrary, thtir hands -#1fo Were frequents 
ly dipp'd in Humane Blood, as" Tehrilfukr 
and Lattantins havebbſerved and their 
Superftitions were as nonſenſically rMFcjy4 
lows as yumerops And however their 
Prieſts by the Devils detaſions ſeen?d-t6 
preſage future evens from the Entrails of 
Beafis, flight of Birds; and the Iike3' ytt 
they were not Ir d' to be any great 
Conurers at Learns : all. the Accom- 
pli ts their Curiones, Augnres , Fla> 
mines, \Pontificts, SF. Aruſpices, and im 
reſt of their Orders pretended to, we 
only fach as theſe, That they were of Bo- 
dy unmaimed, legal Years, could batther 
and dreſs a Bulbck, 2tid it may be dance 
handſdnaly , and fig indifferently , and 
eat well y a ſteady Hand, 2n acute Knife, 
B 4 agule 
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agile Ridy, and wide Throat, were then 
mighty Breeding: And'a little Education 

ualihed their Veſtal. Virgins to trim up a 
| poo , and: worſhyp the Palladizm, and 
thoſe - Penates laid to be brought from 
Troy for a lucky Pawn of the. laſtingneſs 
of their Empire- | Se far was Ignorance 
from breeding contempt, that the Politici- 
ans in "17 ha ſeem to me tpruſe it as 
the great mean to preſerve the reſpect of 
all their Religious Rites and Perſans aMo. 
They knew the Vxlgar do. morevearneftily 
admire little things and devices hid from 
them, thinking ſome great vertue or my- 
ſery couched ' under whatſoever they un- 
dertiand nut. And he that hath but half 
an eye may (ce, that. Rome Chriſtian (who 
wall necds be Sovereign Lady of the Reli- 
giows, as her old Grandame was of the 
Heathen World) proceeds upon the very 
ſame principle , having eſtabliſhed Tpno- 
rance by a Law , and requiring Maſs tobe 
Cid conſtantly in an %nkrown Tongue 3 
wiknown, 1 ſay, as well to the Prieft who 
reads it oftentimes , as to the People thay 
hear it. What mean all their hctitious 
Reliques , thoſe many Loads of Timber, 
(as they would make) faid to be picres 


fo.] 
pf our Sayiour's Croſs 3 the infinite nuty- 

x of forged Nails, vended for thoſe 
that pierced his Hands and Feet 3 Fohw 
Paptift's Head preſerved miraculouſly in 
zo or three ſeveral places; Joſeph's Humm, 
the Virgin Mary's Milk ? &c. Theſe and 
a thouſand ſuch little Inventions, and Le- 
gendary Talcs, as they arc undeniable Ar- 
guments of a Catholick flupidity amongſt 
then, ſo they were never intended to ex- 
poſe their Clergy , who are believ'd to 
work xew Miracles every day by a care> 
of application and management of the 
old. 
' Lafily, To look a little more home- 
wards : We are none of us ſuch Fool;, but 
our Miſtriſs Experience may inform us, 
that the moſt rude and literate Men have 
ſometimes been admired and followed by 
the multitude , as the only powerful and 
heavenly Preachers , whillt in the interim 
a wile and very learned Clergy hath been 
deſpiſed, ejected, and put to fifence under 
o—_ of Inſufficiency. What Parts or 
Learning were thoſe Mountebank Divines 
guilty of in the late times of Rebellion, 
who yet made a ſhift to Preach almoſt all 
England out of their Wits ? Were not 
= ' Confi= 


[15] | 
Confidence 3 and Ignorance * antique Ge 
ſtures, piteous Faces, canting Phraſes, atid 
carneſt Tawtologies, all the Rhetorick' moſt 
of them pretended to,?* Did they nor 
dawhb miſerably with untempered Mortar ? 
and in ſtead of St. Paul's iptoroutyres 
(rightly dividing) did they not maygle 
and tear the good Word.of God, and jumns 
ble and daſh the ſacred Texts, thoſe Orient 
Pearls, ſo rudely one againſt another, till 
all were broke in pieces ? Did they not 
give Gliſſes at random , and make falle 
Conſcquences without fear or wit ; -often 
laying the whole weight of the.Story upon 
ſome. ſlender Circumſtance, as that Dives 
went to Hell becauſe he was Rzch. and the 
like? Yet thele were the only Boanerges 
in thoſe days, who like a Land-flood car- 
ried all before them. Populus aliquands 
walt decips, clpecially when Authority 
(though but uſurped) favours the deſign : 
For had they enquired intothe Cheat. they 
might eaſily have diſcover'd that many of 
theſe painful Bawlers were no more Scho- 
lars than thoſe Geeſe which ſav'd the Ca» 
ztol. 
i Then how egregiouſly is our wiſe Cler- 


gy-inender miſtaken here in one moiety 
of 


: F II J ; 
of his Hypotheſis ? Alas ! Tonorance Ts 
ſo far from expoling a prblick Perſon, 
that (allowing him Power and- Awthorit 
with 1t ).it is the only way to rear and Ad. 
vance his eſteem amongſt the generality of 
Mankind,-who are themſelves unlearned 
and if the Preachers great bufinels be ta 
influence avd engage the Peoples affet- 
ons for that end , he muſt be ſure to med» 
dle with none but Thimble and Bodkin Di- 
vinity, he muſt renounce tis vain Philoſo- 
pby, he muſt beware ct all Carnal, though 
never ſuch Rational Diſcourſes 3 take a 
his Books and barx them, (there is a pri= 
vate Text for that , A. 19.) and teach 
wholly by the Spiriz, and then his buſineſs 
is done, Never man ſpake like this man. 
Secondly, That Contempt was ever Po- 
vertices fatal Handmaid , is one DuGor's 
judgment indeed 3 but if he be found ſin- 
gular, what if he ſhould talk rather like 
an Apothecary in that too? Surely the in- 
telligent part of Mankind don't ule to 
judge of things by their gaudy outſide , to 
elteem the Horſe by his Trappings, the Als 
by his burden , or the Mans Worth by his 
Wealth. . Quantum quiſque ſus nummo- 


rm ———- 1s onely a miſtake of the ſe- 
duced 
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duced Vulgax : And that end of Latine 
borrowed of a certain Satynilt, | | 


Nil babet refeli paupertas durius in ſe 
Suam quod ridjculos bomines facit —— 


amounts to no more than this, that Pover- 
ty ( abſtxadtly confider'd without all in- 
trinſick Worth and Parts;) makes men ri- 
dicalous amongſt Fouting Heathen : (tor 
*tis well known' that the Principles of 
Chriſtianity oblige us to make ſuch Men 
objc&s rather of 'our Pity and Charity : ) 
for even the ſober Heathen had brains c- 
nough to diſtinguiſh between a Philoſo- 
pher and an Idiot, a'good Manand a bad; 
and nune but Fools amongft them were 
wont to put the May into one Scale, and 
the * Money into the other , and thereb 

oueſs at 'his juſt'price. You don't fad 
any of their Learned Deifying Money, but 
all unanimouſly —_ againſt it, as 
an old Enemy of Vertue , by Mens abuſe, 
25 Euripides complains, Jfuviyy mis wagon 
Tim c\' dapuroy (xawior Evar Pythagoras 
in his Golden Precepts recommends not 
Gold to his Diſciples, but pure beaten Ver- 


xe , and a moderation of all extravagant 
Paſſis 


4 F 
Paſſiotis-. And I remember a preat Pfo= 
kcient in Epicxrushis*School, (if yer h& 
was not more his own Maſter) doth not 
only, like an arch Wag, laugh art all the 
reſt of the vulgar Deities, but profeſſedly 
laſhes the blind God of Weakh (as if he 
were a blind Bear) through'many of his 
Dialogues , eſpecially that ycleped Timon, 
where he tells you , that Pride, Oftenta- 
tion, Effeminacy, Violence and Fraud, d6 
ever crowd in at the door with Plates » 
whereas Labour , Wiſdom, Temperance; 
Fortitude , and a world of other Vertues, 
are wont to march under the Condu& of 
Poverty. Amongſt the various Sets of 
Philoſophers, only the Peripateticks ſeem 
to have a kindneſs for Money, as one ne- 
cefſary ingredient for making up the 
Golden Calf of their Summum Bonum : the 
relt generally declare againſt it , and value 
a Philoſopher tn his thread-bare Cloak, or 
Cynical Tub , above Craſus and Midas, 
thoſe gingling Pack-horſes, or Alexander 
that prodigious Robber,with all his ſpoils. 
The Stoicks in particular profels themſelves 
Volunteers for Poverty , and ſpeak more 
ſenſe (whether difſembling or im earneſ;, 
15 not a halt-penny matter ) to render Ri- 
e<hes 


[14] 

cher contemptible , than fame body elſe 
cando Poverty , With all the artifices he 
has. Inaword, a man might behonek, 
vertuous and wie in thoſe days , though 
pe was not Maſter of both the Jadies : nay, 

uch an one, though brought to his ſhifts 
by Tyranny or Chance , and forc'd to the 
ſervile office of drawing water meerly to 
oet bread, ſhould be gladly receiv'd , and 
calily believ'd by the beſt of Men. 
But we need not ſtand tothe verdict of 
theſe Ethnick Oracles only, fince Chriſts 
own Jury of Lite and Death, his Apoſtles, 
have given it againſt our Adverfarics falſe 
Indictment : St. Peter, their Fore-man, 
ſpeaks the ſenfe of all the reſt, (excepting 
only” Fudys , 'who for his love of Mam- 
mon amongſt other reaſons tell from his 
place) Silver and Gold have I uane. The 
Kingdom Chrift claimed was -purely ſpi- 
ritual, and that old KT" large offer 
not likely therefore to ſucceed , when he 
faid, Alitbeſe will T give thee, &1c. He re- 
quir'd the rſt Promulgers of his Goſpel, 
to forlake all when they tollowed him , to 
carry neither purſe nor ſcrip in their jour- 
ney, that the World might be convinced 
he ſtood not in need of auy common helps 

an 


[115 ]: 
and. axtifices to. plant bis holy Religion, 
and pexſwade Men to embrace it : for the 
more low and improbable wears and in- 
ſtryments axe, the more admirable certain- 
ly is the effe@; it, mads the arrogant Greeks 
Sanſeives pluck-in their horns, when they 
mct. with gn yl. ne 13 eaſes prren- 
ez» a poor Mechanick beating them at 
theix own Weapon that a parcel of mean 
illiterate Fiſher-men, and ſuch like, ſhould 
 xeform adebauched World, and plant the 
Chriſtian Faith in all Nations, is argu- 
ment enovgh that the Hand of God was 
1n all this, who works his Will to the 
more advantage ſometimes by balking the 
aſſitance of the Rich and Learned : And 
though when the Church was under per- 
ſecution , thoſe primitive Chriſtians' laid 
all their Eſtates at the Apolſiles feet 3 yet 
they employed them wholly for the Chur- 
ches publick uſe, and are not believ'd to 
have lick'd their fingers , and enrich'd 
themſelves thereby. I never heard that 
St, Peter himſelf lett one penny ſtock in his 
pretended Succefſours Coffer. 

'Tis true indeed , fine the World is 
come into the Church , and Kivgs have 
embraced and undertaken tg defend the 
Faith, 


148} | 
Faith, the face of things is moſt reaſonably” 
alter'd, and a competent Patrimony ſet-" 
led upon the Church in general: That of 
Rome in patticular is ptetty well to live, 
as we lay, for matter of maintenance, 
and many of her Grandees may poffibl 
keep up their Reputation by theit va 
Wealth, and outward Splendour : but yet 
every body knows , that ſeveral of their 
Religious Orders are profciſed - Mendi- 
eants, and {worn Votaries to Povertyz and 
theſe are ſo far from being laugh'd at, that 
they are had in naighty reverence and ſu- 
perlative admiration by all of that Belief: 
Nor do I fce that accidental muſt needs 
make a Clerick ridiculous, more than wil- 
ful Poverty 5 nay, without all peradven- 
ture, the former deſerves moſt to be piti- 
ed, as being ſometimes many an honeft 
Mans inevitable doom ,' as well as Fob's 
and Lazarw's,” whilſt the latter js of meer 
affeQation, and ſuperſtitious choice. - 

And therefore I would intreat our wiſe 
Authar to ſuppoſe a thing that may be for 
once, for you (ee he is very prodigal of 
Hypotheſes that may not be. Suppoſe a 
Church under the'perſecution of Rebels, 
and facrilegious Uturpers, where the rich 

| and 


fr] 
and fattcft Parſons are found the 


ts, plunder'd, ſequeſter'd, Rf 


tto want. of bread bane no 
paths amo ll tothe tacks he 
y a $roxe-Donblet ;, 1 ne, 5 
2s they are cond like St. Fouad and hay: 
her work but to OY aylorsyling 
Wow rep? her feet in the jy, and > 
tot its 1n praſex.: 1t theſe 
| [many and farrod 5 deemed uf 
"eNopua oy the World by an uncircumciſed 
Crew of Miſcreants, whoſe fault is that ? 
-Nehbet their Poverty , nor. Exile 4 nor oll | 
their ſufferings , Impair their Reputation 
ſober, .religious, ang-loyal Per- 
: roar rather admire and'2 PR __ 
; piped Paolac to God and. 
en and Devi i126 their mn ale 
. #ere; & male andire Regium et ; 
= xeproaches caſt upon them None 
1 OS Mens AR Danes ares all. upo I 
;- Leaves 3 their un ers eo our - 
..efi boyour, Her detraQtions add to = 
_ ENFEIN 5 the ns Oi xg 
caſt upot our good names as {0 
many Jpots, Ky 4 off their beauty : Indeed, 
-.If Cato, it Lelixs, if the Sip ſhopld 
.; Font and detare me, (faith Senecs,) I 
od C ſheuld 


£1 

thould be tnoved 3 buy kt' the Rae: 
what they will : Man while, 2? 
ſtrange'toſa ay theſe wortliy Arty 
Lefpind: and handl&d Becauſe th INS 
Four, whereas the conrraty is mh 
feſt ; their fair Reveniies/ Lands anfl 
nities , the Gold and Siver Viſas 
Temple, &c. were the grmutty $ 
that tempted'the aygty ice of Mi Fay 
-giouſly difpoſed, to * 2 Eoully' a 
upon their Reputation.” */ 3s 

Now hi the Premifes;'ever = 
in Lo y infer, har the! faftec 


of - Olerby-tlan doth'not 


der hit contemptible” with"'the= 
nor his \ Forney amongſt the" wits 
Jearned 3 "and canſeqtenry "he in 
Projpketid? —_—_ 

But what Fit be 2 wilt he Ray ; if the 
ſecond be fa e,) you are” but where Tek 
you, © Nor' fo tieither , under fas 
Conceive boys "Ictle's Srogtid! 5 lad 
_ (more perttaps that he chills 
'for his Glebe) thereby": for if 
Perſons are not always,” ay v& 
conttunptble for their "ther 
,Tanceor Poverty, os here'is (oi? 
Wade foriny chir ton Shi 
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e to.mectiwith;him at the long run, 
os fe go mera that jf our CL 
BY Wart an inch, of. that relpe&, due to 
their FugRiag ; it, is to be attributed to 
far different xcalpns, and ngher of thoſe 
£90 pppn whigh G bach founded his pret- 
ty litle, Church 
1Byr what. his. fuppoſeth and 
;8rantech to make. himſelf merry , 1 ſhall 
he tho boldneſs to ideny;,:3nd maintain 
. the. contrary 5, which. Is tay ſecond Fro- 
.Polition, , 


A | The THEIRS "Re are WY in- 
| £7 pan the preſent Eng- 
| Clergye - | 


F. 'f order to the cleating hereof ;it muſt 
. be fi lated bow far we arc agreed, and 
- wherein we differ; and chen'T+ hall leave 


It, to. impartial Readers to þdljeve! and 
Igaviha bath.geeateſt reaſon and truth 


We are xerecd 3 in the firſt place id pre= 

; fame) whoni we tnean by the Preſent Eng- 
| liſk Clergy, viz. ſuch Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
;  aS are now. (or were. at leaſt a- 
bout kſt Michaelmas-" rm) actually pre- 
C 2 terr'd 
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ferr'd in the Church of England. So that 
we exclude firſt, all that having ſornetime 
been of our Clergy , are ſince dead", and 
{o cannot de jure render fuchas are'now 4 
live contemptible :* for what is that to me, 
if my Predeceſſozr forty or fifty years ago 
could not ſay his Commandments-,- or tell 
how many Apoſtles eur Lord had,-or that 
he baited a white Bear-now and then In his 
Sermons , or- talk*d beſide the Cuſhion? 
There's not the ſame reaſon for Preaching 
ſure, as for Original Sin, that it ſhould be 
entaild upon all Poſterity 3 and: yet our 
Author is ſo ingenuous - as'to produce in- 
ſtances before he. was born (the truth 
whercof might perhaps be queſtion'd too) 
to ſerve his preſent purpoſe , as you ſhall 

{ce anon. MID * 200 aUh 
Secondly, we exchide alſo all the Noy- 
_ " eonforming Brethren, of what Sed or Par- 
+ .ty ſoever , who have indeed excluded 
_-+* :themſelves to our hands'., by- departing 
{57 Cchiſmatically from our Communion: We 
*" © +-intehd not to anſwer for their ridiculous 
extravagancies in the Pulpit , 'more'than 
their other faults : for what do their groſs 
abuſes of Preaching concern the Orthodox 


Clergy, who abhor to tread in their _ d 
; cn 
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Men may as well charge upon us the old 
Moni's Proof of a. plurality of Worlds, 
from. that Text , St. Luke 17. 17. Annon 
decem faiti ſunt mund; ? or the ignorance 
of thoſe two other Diſputants , who ha- 
ving reſolved that ten thouſand Spirits 
might. dance upon a Needles point, could 
not determine where the Piper muſt ftagd 
all this while. Yet this will be found too 
ſome bodies cloſe way of reaſoning, ſome 
f&ious Separatiſts have uſed fooliſh 
Phraſes and childiſh Metaphors in their 


- Preachments, ergo, the Engliſh Clergy is 


Ignorant, 
Secondly,We are agreed further againſt 


the brain-fick Cathariſts conceit , and ex- 
ped not to ſee a Clergy made up all of 
Saints and Worthies. It is ſuppos'd on 
both ſides, that every Vicar is not oblig*d 


£0 beas rich as the Vicar of Romez and thag- 


ewo or three in a County may be connived 
at,, although they be not altogether ag 
learned as Saint Auguſtine. We know * 
full. well that there is no Profefſion in Na» 


tuxe wherein all are improved to the ſame '. 
PerfeRion: There was , and always will 


be an Ignoramus or two amongſt the Lane- 


yers, ſome Quacks and Empiricks amongſt 


22] 
Phyſitians, ſome Tdiors-in the Schools of 
Pbilsſophers, and Dances in the namber'&f 
pretended Scholars , ſome-pook Gentry ab 
midſt the rich, to make up the Harmony 
of things 3 and thar'it were a dbwyrigh 

piece of Sophiſtry to condemn'any whole 
Profeſſion and'Order of Men, for the-jgtio< 
rance, miſtakes, and at —_—_— {ottie 
l, fer Individuals thereunto belongihg.Phus 
[? | far I muſt hold my Gentle NoB'rs 
if the Grind-ftone, and make hint a#feed 
whether he will or no 3; for otherwiſe he 
hghts with his own ſhadow-, -and fathers 
faults upon the Clergy , which are Etlicy 
committed by thoſe who att tot '6f that 
{1 rank, or are not a ſiifficrent number-r6 
Fe make a denomination: © --+ (© oe 

Mi So that the great diffterite 6t Ball' 6f 
i contention between ts, is , Whether the 


f generality; of at leaſt gytar payer of orr 
if preſent aglh Cleigy deſtrve the braids 
i of poor and ignorant , of n6t? "He dots 


hot only take it for ptanttd all along, bat 
Expraſly alfiins it; tadhhr with TO 
#iſe, pag;$1. (as if the Lord's Lit Wete a 
mths Labiey., whiertin there ein Hock. 
fred Barks for one Prize) but ry fe- 
cond Propoſition doth with as _ 
Y 2 | l n- 
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Gonfidencs 2yd.morg Reaſon deny it. 
" Eft, As for Ignggance, TVHuſh for him, 
to.thinx. he could Fad in where to faſten 
chat, but upon. one of the moſt learned 
Churches in the World 3 which as it hath 
Ways been. able to deal with the formi- 

; Romay Giants.on the one hand, and 


thoſe. ermynin:  Separatiſts on the '0- 
(he 2 Parts like Samp- 


 Papit. and! 
as Fox þ en look! ag and run ning 
twa ſeyeral ways; yet are Ever joy1!'d tor 
gether in the Tail G I am bold to fay, it 
15now moxe pleptifully furniſht with Men 
of fingular Worth, univerſal Knowledge, 


and great Clerks, than ever it has been 

fince the Reformation. | 
Now although he can cxpet but little 
fagour from mi» yet T will do him the ju- 
ſhes to believe he never intended to bring 
our Reverend Prelgtes into hisIndidment, 
vox yet the worthy Deans, and other Dig- 
pitarics.in the Church , Men generally of 
known Naloes oye of whole Works do 
only Jr m in the Gates, but arc 
ally amor oaghou the World. Nor 
do 1 think him ſo. pgrateful to our Unis 
verſties, as to deny that they now floutifh 
more than heretofore with all ſorts of 
C 4 good 


5 "Boe 
Literature , very learned Men; and 
accurate Preachers. Nor do I believe he 
aims at the City, ſince they are fully fati(-- 
fied in the Labours of thejr Paftours, *un-; 

leſs they quarrel them ſometimes far thei; 
too much Humane Learning, Reaſou, and' 
Morality , as being hard words: many of 
them were not brought up to. "No, the 
Tgnorance he upbraids us with,” muſt be a» 
mongſt us in the Coxntry ,” or no where. 
Now it is not probable there ſhould be 
many Dunces amongft the Parſons, conſi- 
dering they hold their Benefices either 
from the Broad Seal, (for obtaining which 
*twere great raſhneſs to' think they give 
not as ample Teſtimony of their Parts, as a 
Man muſt do for his Truth and Hoxefty be- 
fore he can procure an ordinary Brief) or 
from ſome Spiritual or Temporal Lord, 
(and it were ſomewhat ſawcy to think ei- 
ther of them keeps a Fool for his Chaplamy) 
or ſome Collegiate Society, (and.*twere as 
firange they ſhould ſearch all about for an 
xus,when they have fo mary goes Scbo- 
ars at home unemployed, and fit to pre 
ſent) or ſome Cjvil Incorporation or Cont: 
ny, (and they are not fo cafily bribed, 
far will haye their choice of ſeveral = 
Ons 


oe >e'%, LEE"... .0; {400 Fd 
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ſons albofgpod note)'or laſily, from ſome 


privars'Patrons and therolies all the dan- 


x; ilelbthe having an Oak Tree , or 
rſs co: fell;, ſhould: with 4. wr" 
Chapman ;"''and require no more Latije 
Skill in/his Clerk, than to render | Quaz- 
tum dabis 7] into cutrent Engliſh Money. 
But I hope ſuch ſordid practices are very 
xarez Pm fare *tis below the Spirit of a 
true Engliſh Gentleman, ( who can facris 
ce his whole ERate to ſerve his King and 
Church) to ſtoop to ſuch a pititul Bribe 
or Bargain, forgetting Honour and Con+ 
ſcience both at once ; Belides, if any that 
wear that Name be fg far degenerated, as 
to expoſe a-Benefice to Sale z yet where 15 
that bold Son. of Simon, who ſball dare:to 
be the Buyer * He muſt-be a prodigious 
Sot indeed, who will pawn his owh-Soxl; 
by living in a continued perjury, tobe put 
into a capacity of ſaving other mens :..S0 
improbable-it is there ſhould be miany.ig- 
norant Parſons. And” if I may guels at 
other Dioceſſes by this, I muſt tell ous 
pragmatical Author, that I know very few 
Parſons who will turn their backs ob him 
in any ſolid: piece of old Learning, many 
of them being aware of his vew Philoſo- 
phy £00, But 
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- But the: whole train of! his-Rodk tells) 
us, he-aims at: acowardly triumph..over. 
the little Vicars-and Curater, thoughihgis: 
fot bkely to.haveþiscnd of themmeicher. 
One: of them has anſwer'd him alreedy, 
{but that he was: fo civil. to his old Ac- 
; quaintance, asto be: too too free and pro- 
digal in his Conceſſions) and, for qught he 
ſhall ever know the contrary, I:ay ba 
auaber. " (i; ati 

As for'the Vicars and Carates ine Cirzes 
and Corporations, (which make, a conſide- 
rablc part of the Nation.) himſelf grants 
they are molily very . learned and. judicious 
perſons : but then hg. tells us a piece of 
worſhipful News, that Chriſt came mox tq 
fave Mayors and Aldermen, and Merchants 
only, but Cauntry-people alſo » whereby 
he requires metofollow him intq the Vit 
lages, to find out that Ignorauce we are 
Noſed withal., and hitherto are ata loſs 
for. - And the trath is, I haye made it 
more my bufine(s than. ever he hath done, 
to enquire intothele.Men of a low Church- 
Diſpenſation, ( as we muſt phraſe it ) and 
will maintain it againſt him or any other, 
he he never ſo cotfidencly ingenious , that 
rhany of them are Men of rex con 
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ken ſo thweh pains to impoſe upon the 


[#] 
deraſſeWouthr, and want nothing bat'a 
krete 06 his- boldcls'r6-ſhew their Parts; 
and4 Pin at Conrsto provide thetti 6f 
prey gh ' The generality-of th 
perhaps they afpixe-nor te-- 
hs —_— onys-, nor: con the 
the hair exa ctermining the five 
Pebas 5 of' ' Tranſubſtantia 
pet) are very Caclonely'q PU for-the 
PROT x of their Cries? Nay , there's 
y amorigR uit all; but preacticyy' 
once every! Jy z and that with 00d 
gravity , honeſt ſobriety , and to the.ſa- 
tisfaQion of his Pariſtiioners3 and 4F chare 
be here ard thete one lefs knowing thatt 
others, 'you ſhall be fare to-find him at it - 
twice a day, Biſhop Andiew's his old ne 
being worn out in forte Foo —_—w 


that preaches twice 
yo yon In a w fd Ju Fr 


mination our Author ry Hey tit tex 
men of worth amongſt all the Viez rs of 
Piglaut,; had he been « merciful Chaſti- 

fer, he night have foulid out 4 very good 
Piccederit; to have ſparedthe reſt for their 
Gkes : Biit fince he writes at random of 
Men he hath never fiudicd , and hath ta» 


World, 
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World, with a parcel of prodigious Whiſ- 
kexs drels'd a 1a mode, fince we defic hin 
to pick out Tex amongſt us all-who bave 
not Learning enough to. diſcharge our 
places , let him; hereafter keep his Jgxo- 
race cohimdclt,. for it belongs t© very few 
Nor. is he much more ingenuous in te- 
preſenting the Poverty. of our /interiour 
Clergy, (for them alpne he muſt mean ) 
by making it far more extream and deſpe- 
race than in truth, it .is. For if any man 
bath fuch a miraculous Faith , as to'take 
his woid , rather than believe his own 
eyes, he 18uſt needs fancy them a compa- 


ny of ſncaking Mendicanz Friars, who live 
from hand to-mouth , who are pinch 
with want of the common neceſſaries of 
life, and ſpend-all their days in ſtudying 
only to ſtave off thoſe two troubleſom 


Indeed it muſt be contelſed that the 
Church -of Exglaxd is not now '(o rich, 
fat, and well-liking , as ſhe was in diebus 
ills hiis days, and conſequently not able to 
ſettle ſach plentitul Portions upon her 
younger Children as ſhe would : tor ſhe 
loſk a confiderable Collop by the Popes 

(now+ 


Creditors, the and Belly. 
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- (however/onr Author's ſo civil totheold 
- Gemtleman,' as not tomention him » who 
hid 3 fair = 2p of Sacrilege,' by-im- 
w jt of the 9284. Par) 

as Doftor Bafire: notes 
awd when 'ſhe-had 
ſomewhat Sick upher crumbs again; by 
the acceffion of new Revenues, King: 
ry the th knowing 


Hen 

Eigh as infallibly asthe 
Pope himlelf, that the the Ghurd-Larzhs were 
very's ood Lands, could not forbear: wri- 


they his Holineſe's Copy, but gave her 
fo a tearing Purge ,; that ſhe hath never 
— _—_— _ = to 
mention how far Queen | El:z patri- 
zare, thanks be to God our Vicarages axc 
not all ſo poor as they left them for,tiow- 
ha Gakns oo tors arte 
he not'a co c 
= 5: No, te teen 
our : Reverend Biſhops, and Deans; and 
| Chapters, have ( by ho gracious Intiirm- 
tion ; and to the eternal Honour of His 
Preſent Majeſty.) competently ed 
moſt, if not all the fmall Yicerges - 
ing to'them reſpeRively. And :now I 
have'told him, it would be =; in- 
decd if he ſhould writc an picce 
to 


184] 
 to-rhake the Sky fallz[I mean;to, perbwade 
- ery. = ropriation-Imongers-10: _ 
'JOW(L0 an Þxample, and 
to:fatne. atisfaRtion however rake gc- 
ſpair-he _ &tcr-win. then — 


and-in-the ſame Glbalchag 3 anc belides 

:Karperitnce tclls-s.» that: Chunchr Lands 
: (like: the 47k, of Godamongſtathe Phili- 
-ftims)| have beer but:a»plague to the Fa- 
Mili, and a cenker/ an the Eftates of their 


\Purchaſers, as ſatth <<< HeathenBropher, 


wn Ix gandes dertine Heres: il) 51% 

Now dadhwbeddes not beſdibold as 
tofiy with my Lord Bacon , thatal Par- 
: iy were Inge of Bing Her- 
e Eighth , ſiandbbliged to:God-in 
| Crnktente to reduce >ePatrimony of the 
. Gburch;(to which heddds; thatfance.chey 

: have debarred Chrifis -Spoule. of a :great 
| partof her Dowry vt were. tefon) they 
- made her a competent Foyntare Jiiyet thus 
i mach we dare boldly fay , that. vus graci- 
- ous Sovereign and tbis preſent !Parliamens 
_— already given avignal carmeſtiob their 
pious 


"td our little-Hiftorian'wis uriwort 
'Trxetition that /Noble Att ,( yeſery 
Yon\epteat Hand! to/retiortÞ it) for whith 
'their Narhes ſhall be Hed in'everlafibig+t- 
" mieWeby bird: © 

' -YIn(thethtarr thme , Uthoſe Vitars whoſe 
'Lilcomics (tte? but *fhnlf ugslyer-, 16oHtedt 
-themiſAves to*make a "Vertu -bf Nee, 
\and "one their! Coat 'ateorling 

-Clothe * ' Enough Comhetiinies- is s 6 obs 


PF; 'aid-a' Dinner of Herbs 
i'pl eli acceptable'to fome, tina 
"fd Wattended with all varietie$i$to 


*'Sthets:'2Not'orc'of- an” hnnfred © = 
"Cle y but is wet Proyided for't$ 
"tlie Pobt exries up fot the happy Men! 
" Dbwpares edit quod faris oft manu. 
deed I have, oft adeni d,to coerne iow 
- patoobpdly, es, hor ifullyfeveral 
eHHFeS _—_ 4 __ and though I 
"ave it-fornewhat totheir' own 
13 emo es 'terriperance, andcr 
"tiny *vif many artificial neceſſirics=othites 
| to thetnſelves 3 "yet I could not bur 
- cal toinind the Widows Cratiſe of OyEadd 
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| Barrel of deve never 5 an inn 
poet God. gave hs Bleſhngs,| other 
Men know not of, and made ſome fares 
additionto theirfiore: Nay. haveknown 
{ome of. them, grow. inſenfibly.[.into- the 
. number of the, Rich; whilſt many of their 
Neighbours have ( by their own. impru- 
-dence , or ſome unlucky accident) = 
en ages 

when they died but a} ife [= 
. hags.,,and five or. fix p 7 hides by 
þ+ of Legacy.to-the Parit However, 


icting they, ſtcer-but Aw S: 4c 
courſe berween, the two cxtreamsall t 


lives, it - is, ſufficient 'for-my; « 
poſe; ; and I havercaſon pad, > 
Toperey 8s well 4 aS Ignorance jS molt. injuri- 

_ attributed .to the generality of out 
F t ER Clergy, Sd eras demon 


wi Re 1 am not obliged to take 
7 - any notice of the. Gentleman's whole ſub- 
ol uent Diſcourſe, becauſe it is built upon 
ſe. uneRes wiz. A Pcs of Princi- 


Fe es of his own forging 3. yet. fax 
. ONS fake, well ve him his EE for 


| Once, provided | » never Rey _—_ "ut 
bo at 6 


[33] 


fee what work he makes on't : we'll allow 
| himto ſtand in the Air with Archimedes, 
only to ſee what Knacks and. Feats of 
Acivity he is dexterous at; 

When he hath told us with much mo- 
deſty , that the generality of ous Clergy 
are Fools and Beggars , parti per pale, he 
proceeds to give us a reaſonable accompt 
both of their Ignorance and Poverty- 

A great part of their pretended Igno- 
rance ; he lays upon the o!d-faſhion'd me- 
thods and diſcipline of Schooling, to afſure 
us he is a well-wiſher to ſome #ew Model, 
he knows not what; but is coriterit at pre> 
ſent to be only ſo far a Regwlator , as to 
mention ſome very miſchievous abnſes of 
Youth in common Schools; which I ſhall 
enquire into by and by : for it were not 
amiſs to inform himby the way, tliat all 
Men are not of the Fanatick Skip- 7 ack's 
mind, for »ew Models and Methods , 
(more than for new Moons ; ' and new 
Gods) provided the old have been found 
by long experience neither uncertain nor 
ual-Il;zow werufrad 2194 ngmeis lays 
plodding Ariſtotle , and*tis as true as if 
Cartes-hiniſelf had (aid it, That changing 
foundations is _— of dangerous 


CON® 
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conſequence. - Hiſtorians do but laugh at 
the mighty devices of-projeting Nero, to 
cut 2 Channel from the Lake Azernys; 'to 
the mouth of Tiber,. and pierce the maſſy 
Tthmws in Achaia, as vain attempts toſhor- 
ten Voyages, and ( as it were) crols the 
Sea by Land. Thus Nicanor Selewcas went 
about to cut the Streight between. the 

Euxine and Caſpian Seas 3 and 
Cametr, Cleopatra * that which divideth 
Medit.'« the Red Sea from Egypt : yet 

ndne of them brought their de- 
ſien to effe& , but only —_ themlclyes 
ridiculous, for Men were ſtill tain to go 
the old way. And truly the device of 
training, up Boys after a new method,may: 
be-ingenious and plaufible in the Theory, 
but perhaps not ſo preficable and ſuccels- 
ful as the old. Good Counſels have oft- 
times bad events; and all Reformers ought 
to refle&t upon that famous Axiom of the 
Schools, Bonum ex causa integra, Malum 
ex quolibet defetin , lo far , as to remem- 
ber, that all cixcumſtances mult concur to 
make the Model compleat , ſince oze con- 
liderable defect or miſtake in Ichnography 
mars the whole proje& : . Old Methods 
may have their imperteQions and 1uper- 

ET fluitics, 


— TE] 
fluities, but yet it argues no great wiſdom 
to abandom them for any zew ones ſuſ- 
peRed to be guilty of as many more. I 
now proceed to conſider the abuſes our 
Author obſerves in the old received way 
of School-Education. 
The firſt is, That Boys are kept in 
pure ſlavery to Latine and Greek words, 
cill 16 or 17 years of age: fo that it you 
will believe him, Rider's Dictionary and 
Scapwla's Lexicon are the only Books they 
do, or at leaſt need converſe with for that 
purpoſe, To remedy this abuſe, (which 
yet is of his own making ) he ſtarts the 
fancy of putting them upon Exgliſh Au- 
thors: that doubtleſs would be as pleaſing 
as Tityrus's Apples and Nuts to them who 
ate naturally uclin*d-to eaſe and idlenefs, 
but would not ſo well fatisfie their Pa- 
rents, who (end them to School chiefly to 
learn Amo's and Tymo's, tor fo we are 
caught to call the Greek and Latine 
Tongues. But that they ſhould fall upon 
Geometry and Philoſopbical Diſcourſes for 
that-end, rather than Homer, Virgil, Tully, 
&c, is ſuch a monſter, as the teeming Af 
fricancer brought forth the tellow of it : 
were of Kayimmny indeed, to put Boys 
| D 2 # upmn 
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upon puzzling their tender Brains about 
crabbed Theories , and knotty Problems , 
ſuch 2s grown Men of the profoundeſt 
judgments can ſcarcely fathom or under- 
ſtand ; as if Hercwles's Shoes would fit 2 
Dwarf, 2s if Lambs could wade where E- 
lephants are forc'd to ſwim,and every little 
Philiftim could play at Quarter-ſtaft with 
Goliah's Beam. 

There is indeed a fort of Philoſopby, 
which, as it was calculated for the nonage 
of the World , (o it is ſtill beſt accommo- 
dated and ſuited to younger Capacities, I 
mean, Poetry, the old Philoſophy of all, 
flouriſhing many Ages before Ariſtotle 
was born. So M. Tyriws calls it in one of 
his Sermons , ( and he was a pretty good 
Preacher for a Moral Man) Ka? 8 munnxj 
TM a0 i QtAtontia TW þ& Yeory mAoeus Th d\. 
aproria tuudle® 3 &cs Arts and Sciences 
. were then in their infancy, and their way: 
of teaching was not to tell downright 
truth, reaſon home and bluntly, and make 
irreſiftable Demonſtrations 3 bu to infi- 
nuate Vertue and Knowledge by merry 
Tales, and innocent Fidons 3 and if I 
miſtake not, they borrowed that mode, 
as many other things , from the Hebrews, 

'% | who 
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who uſed thento be inftrufted about high 
and heavenly matters by Types and Sha- 
dows taken trom below. Now give me 
leave to ſhow our Author the difference 
even in his own ſtory of Phacton , which 
he imagines to be ſo tedious to Boys : but 
that's his erxour , they naturally /ove ſto- 
ries and though they have not capacity 
enough to underftand a Logical Definition 
of Raſhneſs , and conceive a clear notion 
of Preſumption 3 yet they will cafily ap- 
prehend the moral of that Fable, and tell 
you the Young Man had better have taken 
his Fathers diflwafive, —— (10: eſt mor- 
zale quod optas.) and that none but Fools 
will venture on difficult Tasks they are 
not able to. manage 3 and conſequently I 
infer, that to put Boys upon themoſt ſub. 
lime and folid parts of Learning, were to 
make them hazard Phaeton's deltiny , #- 6 
breaking the neck of all their parts: fo 
that let him be as ſingularly wile as he 
will, and ſpend his breath in vain, which 
might have better ſerved to cool his Chie- 
— the Bocks ordinarily read in 

ools, will ftill be found moft proper 


for Boys , in order to their gaining thoſe 
ewo famous Langage , nd ſow 
| 3 
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ſeeds of Knowledge in their Minds. 

Another abuſe of Youth, and loſs of 
time, he reckons the Homerick rumblers, 
and large Repetitions of other \Amthors 
appointed ſometimes for their Breakfaſts, 
which-he will have to be as dreadful to 
them as an old Parliament-Faft.,, ( an odd 
fimilitade by the way 3 and had thePar- 
{on uſed it, *twould have been Jaught at 
ſufficiently 3 for let the World judge if 
any Text in the Bible be not more like an 
Ingenious Pifture, than a Break-faſt is like 
a Faſt.) whereas indeed they are not tire- 
ſom to any but Dolzs and unhewen -Blotk- 
beads, who are never likely tobe faſhion'd 
into Mercaries. Now it he alone be ig- 
norant that this: praiſe of common 
Schools is not only pardonable, but of 
very excellent uſe, who can help it ? Eve- 
ry body elſe knows , that Children have 
a moiſt and ſupple Brain,” like ſoft Wax, 
capable of any impreſſions, and that Me- 
mory is the moſt early faculty of the Soul, 
which exerts it ſelf in the very dawning 
of Senſe and Cogitation, (whereupon Pla- 
20 calls it the Mother of the Mwyſes) and is 
in its prime and meridian vigour before 
Imagination or Fancy , much leſs Under- 
-- - Randing 
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flanding and Judgraent, come perfedtly to 
them; theſe requiring a much difterenc, 
if 'not quite- contrary temperature. And 
common experience tells us , that we re- 
member nothing ſo firmly. and laſtingly as 
what we did and learnt in ouriyounger 
years 3 and that Grammar and:Languiges 
are-:gotten chiefly by Memory ,; and:tthere- 
fore more eaſily attained by Boys. than 
grown Men. The learned Spaniard in his 
Trial of Wits, obſerves very well, that if 
a Biſcain of thirty or forty:years'old come 
to dwell in Caſtile; he will never [maſter 
and ſpeak that Language cleverly.z-where- 
as if he comes a Boy, he grows ſuch apro- 
ficient thereat in two or three: years , ithat 
one-would ſwear he was borw in- Teletdd. 
If Metkory therefore be the firlt and'princi> 


pal faculty to be improv'd' for. gaining. 
Languages, it was capriciouſly | ans, 


blame the cuſtom of commen-Schoolsfor 


whad'they ought rather. to be commend} - _ 
ed, viz. as well for exerciſing #-Lads .. 
ng often in the general, 'as for com» * 


mitting high and br.zve-ſens'd Poemrtoit in 
particular, fince out of that , as thecons- 
moniStore-houle, the Fancy is afterwards 
eariclyd and raiſed toan aptitude for Elo» 
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quence and Poctry, andthe. Fudgment alſo 
by degrees comes acquainted with the na- 
ture of things, be they never {ſuch bigh 
Moralites. 

Nor do I know any ſuch filly A 
as he-deſcribes, who upon reading Twlly's 
Offices, and the beſt Poets over again. at 
their maturer years, do. not take double 
delight and fatisfaRtion to one that: never 
faw them before. 

As for that Objection in the cloſe of 
his Pzdagogical abuſes, I ſuppoſe-it was 
ſtarted more to dally and play with, than 
to anfwer: for it is moſt true ſtill, that all 
miſchiefs and faults in Schooling refer as 
well to other learned Profeſſions, as to the 
Clergy » and it neither is by him, __ | 
be made out by all the Logicks in Emrep 
how it ſhould come to _—_ that - ws — 
fame method of Schooling daily produces 
more learned Lawyers,more eminent.Phy- 
fitians, and yet more ignorant Diames 

EVEre 

The next complaint he makes, is af the 
inconſtderate ſending all ſorts of Lads to the 
Univerſity \ which becauſe it is the firſt 
truth he hath yet ſpoken, I ſhall be ſo-ci- 
vil as to grant it, (not abſolutely, 0 


[4] 
his ake, but) upon condition I be allow- 
ed to interpoſe ſome Remarks and' Ani- 
- upon his Diſcourſe there- 


Doubtleſs Socrates was in the right, 
that , as his Mother , though an expert 
Midwife, could not deliver a Woman who 
was'not with Child 3 ſo neichercould her 
Sox make his Scholars bring forth any Sci- 


ence , unleſs they had und 
conceive it» And Cicero might have = 
ſo wiſc as to have examined his Son Mark' 


to 

's 
Parts before he ſent him to Atbepxs - for 
albeit orange ' bim - ES 
tour Cratz 1s caxe'z yet pro- 
es Sek and the Oratour was 
forc'd to confels at laſt,: that mg Na- 


dy of Phyfick, perceiving 
lar wit and inclination for that Science 3 
though Lacian's Parents again were as 
much out.,' who concluded by the” Bulls, 
Horſes, and Men of Wax he delighted to 
make in his Childhood , his Genius more 
ſaiced with being a Statuary, than a Phi- 
boſapber. Howevez, it is 2 truth generally. 
COn- 
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conftls'd ,; that Lads ought to have Parts 
and. Capacities t6r'thole Profeſhons to 
whith they 'are aclpectively deſigned, 
What if a Boriſh Parent be (o partial or 1g- 
notant , a5 to thmk his great Head 18 an 
infallible fign the Boy will make a ſound 
Philoſopher ,/ or able:Theologue ? Other 
Merrknow,:that che biggeſt Oranges have 
thehardeft and thickeſt Sculls, and afford 
the Jeait quantity bf Juice: And what if 
a fohd'Maotber; by che advice of the: ſmall 
Peduwt at the fign'of-:the very ſame little 
Hayfe by the Chureb+yard-fide, beirelolved 
to Make hex Zon Dick a Scholard,( of all 
the yeſt?) - Certainly Tutours are neither 
bound'to-work Mirzclcr; nor yet to accept 
of Habſon's choice : ifot '( whatever is ſug- 
geſtedhitoy the' contrary )* I have kriown 
diverszeturned bythe next Carrivy, as in- 
ſafficieat”,, to the place of Execution from 
whenecthey came.:: - Butall this while let 
Examinations inthe Univerſity be never fo 
ſri; vfome will :prove Dunces to the 
Worlds:end,/ through'their idlenefs,'mil- 
placing.their Studies , or decay of their 
Parts; and others þe rejected who might 
have prov'd Miracles of the Age, though 
atiprelent they tecmed to! be of: _—_ 

= cavy 


[43 ] 


heavy-Parts : for we have no infallible 
Standard whereby to know aſſuredly this 
Lad will, and that other can never make 
a Scholar. © o'4""Mþ 

My Spaniſh Author (honeſt Foby Hir- 
arte, Wwhoſecms to be as well skilPd in 
this affair as' my Fyxgliſh one, yea, as F. B. 
and R+L. put together) tells it nie''for 
a very truth, that there is ſometimes a'cet- 
tain dulnels. in Children, which argues/a 
greater wit in another age 3 and ſome Boys 
of quick Parts, and a ready Ingeny\, lite 
Summer-fruits, have flagg'd and wither'd 
in a ſhort ſpace, and according to the Pro- 
verb, Sogs- rape ,. ſoon rotten, provid 've 
ordinary and-dull Mens : AndithereforeT 
cannot but commend and recorymend the 
practiſe of the Feſwites in this, whomilte 
not a raſh judgment 06 'Qhildeen's' fatil- 
ties whilſt they are'connings their freſt'Fle- 
ments , but ſtay tillth&pcome to.years'ef 
diſcretion;7and then miakie:a eldſerenyt 
what they: are, and whichway their Parts 
lie, harkks to Poetry;Phytick, Oratory, 
Hiſtory, Mathematicks} Law or Divinity; 
and then,. by conhning thetn to that-par- 
ticular $tzdy, bring them toacon 
perfeQion therein; whillt others gargling 
# a 
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all manner of Books that come next; con” 
tent themſelves with a ſmattering of all 
kinds of Learning, but prove excellent in 
none. To ſumup this particular, it _ 
pears by the premiſes , that though w 
may be lometimes deceived in gueſling X 
a Lads Parts , yet moſtcertainly. thoſe Pa- 
rents and Grammaticafters are blame-wor- 
thy, who pitch upon the moſt unlikely of 
all the number for the Scholar 3 and ©ni- 
werfities are not much more to be excuſed 
if they receive ſuch an one upon their re- 
queſt or commendation. 
After ability in: reference to Parts, I 
muſt follow my Leader to examine the 
Lad's abilities in Purſe ; And *tis denied 
to be any common praQiſe for Parents or 
Friends to ſend -a Boy to the Univerlity, 
who fit not down firſt and count the coft 
and charges, and intend not to. contribute 
—_— at leaſt to his ſubfiſtence ; if 
they do, I would fain know what Tztozr 
will admit him , unleſs he reſolves to be a 
Fatber to him, and adopting him for his 
own , deſigns to _ him with all ne- 
ceffaries for Belly, as well as tholc 
for the' Head. Tt i F confeſs'd ins 
deed , that all have not 0 large _— 
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as ſome 3 but-yet withal; that they whole 
ſupplics arc. two profuſe, are in a fairer 
way to miſcarry than ſuch as have rather 
too little ; many axe forced, for want' of ' 
that ſame, to live in honeſt ſervitude, and 
the narrow compaſs of Sizers 3 what * 
then ? Muſt it therefore follow they are 
condem'*d to ſuch drudgeries as Chamber- 
ſweeping , Water-fetching , and buyjng of 
Butter and Eggs? That's as very a Flam 
as all the reſt ; No, the main duty requi- 
red at their hands, is only to hold a Trex 
cher, and College-Commons will net keep: 
them at that from morning till night, bue 
afford them ſufficient intervals as well for 
their Stxdies a5 Recreations. What Man is 
ignorant that too wy Allowances often 
make Lads prove idle and debauched ? 
whereas on the contrary, they whoſe 
maintenance is ſhort, as knowing what 
they muſt truſt to , and being to lay the 
foundation of their own fortunes, and 
live by their wits, are uſually the cloſeſt 
Students, and make. the moſt eminent 
Scholars. Venter Magiſter artis , was Per- 
or' Motto, and Pythagoras his Golden 
ap — Favagis A ardynxis bv polio" 
va Wk a kid of Omnipotence to-Ne- 
eefy. 
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ceſſity- Poor Lads may be :luppos'd to 
bring a conſiderable ſtock, of: Parts along 
with-them , though little elſe , and their 
own wants will ſpur up their induſtry to 
improve them to the utmoſt , and there- 
fore to ſhut our School-doors againſt all 
of - inferiour quality and low fortunes, 
were an incomparable device to advance 
all learned Profeſſions , or rather to ſtock 
an: Univerkity with a loytering kind of 
Cattel, commonly call'd Droxzes and Dun- 
ces» Indeed the projet of maintaining 
all there till they come to be Maſters in 
Arts, 1 could like well, but that, upon 
confideration of the premiſes, I hnd it e+ 
qually impoflible with the reſt of his eafie 
Propolals? What then ? Muſt they down 
at four years cnd upon the top of the Pack, 
and thence skip into the Pulpit ? More 
words to a bargain ſure; let the young 
Man ſtay till he be out of his time, before 
he ſets up for himſelf : How then muſt he 
live till he come to be of Spiritual age? 
for Philoſophy is a very idle thing when 
one is cold, and the {mall Syſttme will not 
ſatisfie Nature: Is the Biſhop of the Dioceſs 
bound to give him Orders tokeep him from 
ſtarving,or being a Pariſh diarge? Nodan- 
ger 
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er of that, becauſc he is too young, bur 
that we are told there 1s a thing call'd a 
Diſpenſation to be got, which will make 
you as old as you pleaſe. I thought he 
had been old enough without a Diſpenſa- 
tion to have had more wit and manners 
than to ſlander and revile Gods bigh Priefts, 
by making the World believe every No- 
vice may (fprece vel pretio) procure hol 
Orders. [Doth not the Ca» 1 
non of the Church ſay, That H.Eliz,Con. 
if any Biſhop Ordain a Man Cb. 1. 1597, 
either. without a Title , or 
under. Aze, .he is for every ſuch default 1j- 
able to Suſpenſion tor a whole year? There 
is indeed a Proviſo ; that Fellows of. Col- 
leges (who are requir'd by their local Sta- 
tutes to be in Orders at ſuch. a prefixed 
time) be diſpenſed with in reſpect of their 
want of Age but what is that to Cotentry 
Pariſhes? That there may be, or is. aqu- 
ally a frequent abuſe in this particular, (as 
he would needs intimate ) 1s no leſs than 
a downright forgery. Now whereas he 
enquires how all thoſe Stripplings that 
commence yearly mult live till they come 
to an holy maturity, I anſwer firſt in ge> 
neral, that they do live ſomewhere 3 and, 
| though 
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though wedaily meet with Fewr, Greeks, 
Pelonians, Hungarians, Germans, and 0- 
ther Foreign Pretenders to _—_ beg- 
ging our Charity, cither indireQly, by ad- 
mitting our Names into their Calenday of 
great Men, or direQly in their Latize 
Gidberiſh, yet (ſuch proviſions there are 
made in England, that) we (eldom find 
exe of thoſe bundreds of our own Nation 
brought to ſuch extremities. Secondly, 
and more particularly I anſwer , That 
many of thoſe Commencers deſign no 0- 
ther but the Gentleman's Calling 3 many 
more betake themſelves to the Law, Civil 
or Common, and to Phyfick 3 ſeveral who 
intend the Miniftlry, have competcnt E- 
ftates of their own 3 and himſelf grants 
that well nigh a fifth part are preferred in 
the Univerſity : all theſe deduted out of 
his two hundreds, the Remanent will not 
be very great, (and conſidering they are 
none of therm more immortal] than other 
Men) if he pleaſe, he may afſign them to 
be Governours of Grammar Caſtles, or re- 
commend-them to ſome good Gentlemen's 
Houſes , to be their Childrens Tutours , 
and their own Companions. Indeed if 
our Gentry cntertain Scholars to fave a 
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Servants Wage: (fornetimes crowdingith 
the looking after a couple of Gelding into 
the Ten Pounds a year) and atlow'them 
little more: reſpe& [thin they do their- 
Cooks and. Butlers ; 'or.keep the young: Le< 
vite againſt the ſmall a falls "to put 
my Couſm Abigail fairly off with it, I.mauſt 
conkels:it.to « an ,intolerable fault. .T 
confeſs Pve read of a certain Roman Lady, 
who xeceived Theſmopolis the - Stoick,-into' 
her Family, and to teſtitie the fingular re-: 
pet and kindneſs ſhe had for:him, com- 
mitted her beloved Bitch (P've quite for- 
ot her Name) now very pregnant; to 
his care and-tuition 3 and who fo fit as 
the Philoſopher to be truſted with ſuch a 
Jewel inc his boſom ? For, as they jour-' 
neyed, ſhe had the advantage of eaſing 
Nature inſt his prominent-filver- 
Beard; and not long after, by his carcful 
management of the Natural Cauſes, de- 
polite her precious helps in his learned 
Lap. Whether Lycian made the ftory to - 
jeer the Stoick, or Lady, orboth, ortells it 
fora true relation, it matters not, fince he 
was but a meer Stoick, and ſhe but a Hea- 
then Madam. But there's as little wit as 
truth in that fetch, that any. Chriſten'd 
E 
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Exgliſh Gentleman ſhould make the fame 
perſon his own Confeſſaur..( or Companion 
at leaſt) and the Groom of his Horſes Bed- 
chamber. His Tales are not well laid 
together: for is it not extreamly proba- 
ble, that one who rubs his Horſes fcabby 
becls , ſhould be ſuch excellent compapy 
for Six Fobx , that he, forſooth , muſt be 
calPd down to ſay grace to every Health ? 
Tis &radb/a;! What a petulancy of hu- 
mour 15 this, to invent fuch foppith Chi- 
mera's not only to abuſe the Cleygy and 
its Caxdigates, but to diloblige the Gentry 
alſo into the bargain ? But ſtay ! whither 
will this Chevalier Errant lead me ? for 


like a Dog that hath loſt the ſcent, he is 
continually roving about tor new Game, 


You ſce what a Preacher he's likely to 
make, if ever he be eftcCtually called by 
ſome fat Benefice, where Henry the Eighth 
rook no Tel; for he is quite run from his 
Text ; and if you pleaſe to call in about 
ſeven Pages backwards , you'll find him 
there only preparing his Lads for. the V- 
niverſity, whereas here he hath pack'd them 
down into Coxntry again , and makes 
them ftand fighing and picking their zeeth, 
while the Kxight and my Lady axe at their 

X Dain- 
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Dainties: And becauſe he is uſed to'con« 
fels every ones faults but his own, I muſt 
tell him he forges himfelf much, and is 
prepoſicrous : tor had he deſign'd to trear 
us methodically, our farſt courſe ſhould 
have been School-Butter , College-Commons 
the ſecond, and the-Chickens and Tarts re- 
ſerved till the laſt : and yet the Man is ſo 
confident as to fay , he now paſſeth from 
Schooling to the Univerſities. Which, that 
he may not ſeem to do very abruptly,he in- 
terlopes here one thing more to bring the 
Boys and his Diſcourſe together, that is, a 

ood conſtitution of Body neceſſary for Stu= 
dents; Well! how ſhall we do to know 
this? Why, repair to the Phyſitians, 
cries he : Very good 3; bat the beſt of them 
pretend to no more than good Greſſers, 
whether at Health or Diſeaſes , and unleſs 
they had a Spirit of Propheſie, and could 
foretel a Boy's ©womodo watet (even years 
hence, or could fix a healthy conftitietion 
where they find it , or when they pleaſcd, 
the whole fabrick of this advice will prove 
(fays tny Author) as thin as a piece of Me- 
zaphyſicks : for it it be lawtul for us to be» 
lieve our own Senſes in this Sceptical Age, 
Conſtitutions are 2s variable as the Moon, 
| E 3 (lups 
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(ſuppoſing no change of Diet, Air.,| 6f 
wonted Exerciſcs, tor theſe make then 
vary more ſtill ) and fickly puling Chils 
drex often prove the more healthy and:rxo» 
buſt Mey and again, luſty promiling Boys 
do as often grow Conſumptive and infirm 
at riper years , by reaſon of ſome inward 
defect in the vital parts , which the moſt 
Microſcopical Phyſician could never diſco» 
vcr, till he was ſent for to difſe& the 

Body. | 
Nor ſhould he have needed to argue 
ro and con, whether by following, his 
idle Crotchets Univerſities ſhould abate of 
their number and ancient ſplendour :-for 
it ever they be induced thereby to change 
theit laudable cuſtoms , for his Extapian 
Experiments, I'll venture to give him my 
Mother for a Maid. w_ di 
As for ours, .he profeficth a great eſteern 
for them , and their Goverxours Wildom, 
(juſt as he complemented the- Clergy: in 
the beginning of. his Book ) and there- 
fore he doth not preſcribe them any, new 
Scheme of Education : but yet ſuch a rare 
Archite@ he is, that you'll tind him build- 
ing preſently above the Top-ftone of IYiſ- 
dom's own laying. Not that he doth de- 
termine 
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termine poſicively whether the Old or, 
New Philoſophy. be the beſt, not he for the 
World; : but only. tells us in ſhort, that 
Ariſtotle's Monarchy is long fince at an end, 
Cand all the old moth-eaten - Statutes 
(which mention him honourably) out of 
date, together with a certain little Oath 
thereunto belonging) and weare at pre- 
ſent abſolutely under the Government of 
a Democracy., or new Commonwealth of 
Atoms. To let that pals, I ſhall. enquire 
into thoſe two; things that ſo.much ob- 
ſtru& Univerlity-improvements , and he 
intends to regulate perhaps , but not till 
the. King. makes. him our Vifitour'3 'one 
whereot he reckons a defedt ,; the other an 
abuſe... - The great defect is ,- that Engliſh 
Exerciſes are;not;impoſed upon Lads,eſpe- 
cially ſuch as.arg delign'd for:the Pulpit: A 
pretty piece of Reformation indeed; though 
he muſt not think to.claim the honour. of 
+ being its firſt Iyventor : for'there,was a 
time when thoſe heavenly .Refarmers at 
Weſtminſter voted down Latine for the 
Language of. the Beaſt, and were clear] 

for throwing; the, whole praGife 'of. cl 

Lay into an 'Eng55ſp Model. In: imitati- 
on of chem, the FRmous Culpepper hepoght 
Ic == TT the 
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the defign to admirable effect in Phyſich 3 
(Boxds, you ſee, could oblige, and Paryes 
work theh without Latine.) Not was it 
reaſonable that Diviniry ſhould ſtand out; 
for, totnake a Through-Retormation, the 
Independents, Anabapriſts, Antinomiſs, atid 
other Factions , ſet up publick School; im 
St. Pauls, and other places, (by the con- 
nivence of one Tyrant, but not himin 
the A#s3} wherem they frequently held 
Declamations and Difpmtations in their Mo- 
ther-Tonghe, 6 train up the Old, and gain 
New Profelytes to their ſeveral Patties ; 
fo that he muſt not have the credit of. this 
projet. But that he may go to work 
more Hke a Philoſopher than-they , he pre- 
tends to back his defign with ſome Rea- 
ſons. The firſt is, That the Language 
karned M&: mult live by , is the- Eneliſh 
there being; no uſe of Latixe in the Coutts 
try, but only to checquer Sermons,and tfiake 
Salveto*s-to ſome Dominatio-veftlra. Bare 
me an Ace, quoth Boſto#-! The Language 
Plam-ſellers'indecd and Cheeſe-mongers livi 
by, is the EngH#f, and *tis eviough for them 
to read Evpliſh Hiſtories, Romances and 
Phys; if not too much; "But hathche 
Parſon 0 mbre uſe for Larive > Hath he 
oy Co none 
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fione but the Aſſemblies Notes , and Eng- 
liſh Divines to conſult? Hath he neither 
Councils nor Fathers, Philoſophers nox 
Hiſtorians , Oratours nor Poets , Com- 
mentatours nor Criticks, nor any Books 
in other Languages to adviſe with, to per- 
fe& his own Knowledge , and convince 
all Gainſayers? UL it be ſaid that Preach- 
ing , Oh Preaching , that's the All of his 
buſineſs, the very Marrow-bone of the 
matter 3 yet there will be ſome uſe of 
Latine however , till Lycoſthenes, Polyan- 
thezs, and the German Syſtems be done 
into Engliſh 3 for theſe are the only wor- 
thy Authors a great part of our Clergy are 
allowed by him. But in carneſt , what a 
ſtrange Caprice is this, to put young Scho- 
lars upon reading Engliſh Writers , as it 
the Language of their Country would not 
be familiar to them as well as others with- 
out all this ftir? Thoſe old Datards, our 
wiſe Founders and Fore-fathers, thought 
they rather ought to be interdidted Englif 
Authors, and contmed wholly to Latize3 
it being too ſad a truth , thar manyLads 
of very good Parts, having (by their 
School-maſters negle&) no great skill m 
the Greek,and Latin,lit down at Enghifrat 
E 4 together, 
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together , and by this means are perfedt 
ſtrangers to the moſt learned Writers in 


the World. | 
-.'Thus much I could grant him, were it 
for' his\'purpoſe, that Engliſh can't be 
throughly underſtood and maſter'd with- - 
out a'competent skill in Grammar,and the 
Greek and Latine , from which many of 
our Engliſh words have their origine 3 
which is the rea{on that Boys and /Wo- 
men, though ſpeaking indifferently_ well, 
yet ſeldom or never write true Engliſh. 
Nor is there any thing but vain merriment 
In that obſerve,” that ſome young conceit- 
ed Students write bombaſt and high-flown 
Epiſtles into the Country. Is this for 
want of Exgliſþ? No, nor for want of 
Tenorance , but a childiſh affectation:of 
being out of the vulgar road, and rather 
for want of Brains and Latine : for Ine- ' 
ver yet met with a Lad that could. give 
you an ingenious and pithy Piſcourt in 
Latine, but he could frame you the ſame 
with eaſe and advantage in his Native Di- 
ale.” | | 

* An6ther Argument he brings to com- 
mend Engliſh Exerciſes, is, That they 
are fo far from hindring their Latine 
ie BD : 11MPproye» 
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improvement , "thatithey tend very much 
to its advantage. Nay then, Gentlemen; 
look to your” Pockets , and let themzread 
Engliſh, Engliſh, Engliſh,to the end of _ 
Chapter. And how.is this Paradox pi 
ved ? Why, by telling” you" a-ſmiall 
of a certain Academirk Youngſter,"'( Nicko- 
las Nemo by name.) ** who having finifhe 
< his poſtures at Table's end, made a (illy 
« Oration in Latine ,. ( though be gives F 
« 24. Ex gliſh , and who knows whiethey it' be 
6 faithfully tranflated 2) wherein -hecom+ 
< plains that his Muſcand half ne%erdrank 
« abovelize q. of Helicon:; 'thatihie hath 
« neither Stars nor Glories , Phrafes nor 
a: " Peaxls, nothing but a ſhady Grove, or 
ling ſtream to deſcribe , ' 6 iAnd: 
;For fear of wounding your 'paridhce,/ he 
he heEs, and-exif.: fare himwel! 
Granting all this ,were- as true gs'that the. 
Sea burns, though ? In hardly that; yet 
what doth it argue.?- .. Yes, he tells us, 
That-if. the Lad had firſt determiin'd:in 
Engliſh what he intended to ſay tv Luzine, 
he would have difcern'd and avoided all - 
theſe impertinencies3; which is a poſtula- 
tum we do abſolutely deny : for had he. 
taken that courſe; he could but have o_ 
is 
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his bei, -his utmoſi' ſtill, although it muſt 
coſt him double the pains 3 and *tis a fond 
thing. to imagine.the Boy is wiſer in Eng» 
a liſh than in Latine , {uppoling he under» 
ſtands, both. The: true reaſon .why. he 
made ſuch a Chickgn+brotb Diſcourſe, was, 
not for want of skill Engl or Latin,but 
for want of fancy and »2;,Parts, Judginent 
and Years 3 for Child is but Child, and Boy 
15 but” Boy ſtill, kowever this Mans: Geeſe 
muſt be all Swans , his imaginary Lads a- 
ble to; declaim againft @nindilian , and 
cope 'with Cicero himiſelf at a ſfolid-and 
fleſhy Oration:: ſo that it any one be (q 
childiſh as to believe he comes to the Uni- 
verſity to-learn Engliſh, let him know he 
is abuſed,'and made to begin at the-wrohg 

end,--:Let him read and digeſt the- be 
Greekrand: Latine 'Authors for his purpoſe 
firſt, andlay in aſtock:of ſubſtantial Learn- 
ing both'/Ancient and Modern ; and then 
when he comes of age, and ycars of diſcre- 
tion, { before he engage in the Pulpit ) 
we'll give him leave:to: read the choiceſt 
Engliſh Books to advance his ſtile, 'and 
give him a perfe&t command of his Mo- 

ther Tongue: .- 7 © = 

The other Indictment he draws up a+ 
gainſt 
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gainſt Univerſities, is for retaining an - 
ancient cuftorn of Foquing , as it himſelf 
were all this while grave and ſerious , or 
above thoſe {mall Dilpenſations. Like a- 
nother Beardleſs Apollb , he ſummons all 
Tripw's , Prevaricator's , and Terrefilins's 
to Parnaſſis , to. give them fair warning 
that nothing muſt henceforth go for Wit, 
but what is full meaſure according to his 
Standard. As for their little conceits, he 
knocks them all o'th' head with one ſolid 
and ponderous Argument, v3z- They are 
uſeful neither in Law, Phyſick, nor Djvi- 
aity, Ergo , they are-good for nothing: 
Tanquam ex Tripode quidem difium 1 Biit 
Sir Tripus would anſwer him with a' v7: 
ſequituy : for they are not only innocent 
Recreations of themſelves , ( when they 
quit their ſubjets indeed to fall foul upoh 
Goveraments, Perſons, and Funttions, like 
you know who, they expe& to be called 
ram Nobis , and (ent to Beeards or the 
Black Rod; without Bail or Mainpriſe) 
but of excellent uſe tos if handſomly ma- 
naged; it is to be conſidered that Lawgh- 
ter is a great Promoter of Health in' g&- 
neral , and an cafie Amxwlet yu (ome 
diſtempers that hang about ſeventery Men 
R , 'N 
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in particular :- it unbends the Mind, loo- 
'ſens the diſtended; Nerves of the Soul, and 
:revives-3ts droeping Spirits after a won- 
derful manner 3 and why then muſt it be 
deemed a Capital Crime to interpoſe one 
metry Scene,. to ſet off a ſerious and tedi- 
*ptis A&, more reſembling a Long-Parlia- 
"ment Faſt than I know what? And if 
-Saint Fohn diverted himſelf ſometimes in 
playing with Partridges , whilft he was 
writing his myſterious Apocalypſe, why 
-may not grave Men have their Spleens 
tickled, though but with -Straws and Fea- 
#bers, rather than crack'their Sculls with 
Voluminous Poſitions , long-winded Spee- 
.ches, and endlels Diſpmtcs about ſome 
Croſs-grain'd Theory ? Wherdefore *tis 
-not material thongh theſe lighter and 
more airy kind of Exerciſes are not, -nor 
ever were intended. to be uſeful in Law, 
. Phyſick, or Divinity, ſo long as they have 
2 laudable end. | aud wholſom effteR- of 
their own. Nor is it neceſſary one' that 
hath got the right knack of Foquzng,ſhould 
follow that trade all his life, :more than he 
who happens to;aCt a Fool's part well in 
two or three Plays, may be ſuppoſed ne- 
veratter to quit the Stege. . Dulce ft dev 
"238 ſipere 
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fpere in locoy a prudent Man at different 
tines and places knows when to be in jeſt? 
or carneſt. No Man ever dreamt that 
King James made Dull-man in Ignoramas 
a Biſhop, tor aQting'a Dull-man all his lite, 
but for being one of the wiſeſt Men in the 
rT: as he afterwards approv'd him- 
elf. % d 225 
In the next place, (like ſome Sir Poli- 
tick Would-be j he traduces our Terrefi- 
lius's and Prevaricator's not a little, in re« 
preſenting them as Nibblers at an ambi- 
guous word, and Quibblers upon Lilly's 
Poetry , or at belt but Tofſers of an Ax- 
om out of Logick, .with a Hocas Pocas, &c: 
whereas they oftentimes produce as good 
fancy, ingenious humours, lively a&ion, 
well contriv*d Ironics , merry Ficions, 
mimical Geſtures, and. Burleſque Deſcri- 
ptions, as. any'I find-in his /iztle Letter, 
yea or the great Don of Mancha. In a 
word , this difficult Province being uſu- 
ally aſligned to the choiceſt Wits, it 1s un- 
reaſonable to fancy they mutt needs prove 
Fack-puddings in the Pulpit or elſewhere, 
eſpecially when we recount how many of 
them of late years have arrived at conſi- 
derable Preferments both in Church and 
State. And 
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And now. let the World judge if theſe 
two little things are not mighty Obſiru- 
Qions to a Clergy-man's improvement 
in Academick Studies ! Indeed if he could 
have impeacht our Univerſities of ſome 
real abuſes, as that King goes by favour, 
I mean, that a great number of the Youth 
are committed to the care of fuch Tw- 
z0rs, Whole ignorance hath made them 
ſordidly ſervile, and their flattery pre- 
ferr'd them to be Favourites ; or of ſuch 
others who are of too large Principles and 
PraQiſes in their Religion , and own no 
other , perhaps , but Hubbs's Creed 3 or 
could he have complained juſtly, that our 
Degrees lic as open as the High-way for 
all Comers;that Hands and Seal; to Letters 
Teftimonial are common as Stones in the 
Streets , and never denied to the moſt in« 
corrigible Dunces, and the like, he might 
have lighted on ſomething that did really 
incommode all learned Profeſſions, efpeci- 
ally the Clergy 3 but fince he could find no 
ſuch Camel-like faults amongſt theta worth 
the mending , I wonder he ſhould be {© 
Boyiſh as to make all this noiſe and frain- 
ig meerly to catch a tew Gnats. 


From 
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Fen the Paley pentegmine the 
ergy-man into tne Pytpre > and though 
he confeſſes he has no. ; are to, give 
Rules of Preaching; yet you muli expet 
him to be as free of his Cenſures there- 
of , as it he were Archbiſhop of the Pros 

Now as weadvance to enquire into His 
abuſes of Preaching, I muſt needs whiſ- 
per an old advice into his car, ut Titulum 
Legat. For it I well remember, he is now 
vio the Contempt of the Clergy from 
the Topick of their Ignorance : And is it 
not ſtxange any Man in his wits ſhould go. 
about to prove that, from the towring E- 
loquence, and profound Learning of ſome, 
and the abundance of Latixe, Greek, and 
Hebrew, (aid to lard the Sermons of others? 
Belides, *tis ſtrange any Man ſhould be {o 
loftily eloquent, and dreply learned as to 
want common prudence , and not conſi- 
der his audience, and diſtinguiſh between 
an Univerſity and a Country Pulpit. ' But 
the Plot-is very viſible 3 for, reſolving to 
hook in the whole Clergy into his Lob's 
Pound before he had done, he bath now 
divided them into two Reverend Cleſles, 
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of learned Mad-men, and ignorant Fools; 
*Fiswell his word is no flander; ' To the 
mean time, it's oft the People*s more than 
Preacher?s fault he-is 'not clearly under- 
fivod ; who being &tither captious vt ob 
noxious (like the old Phariſees) will ſhut 
their eyes againſt Truths made out as clear 
as the Sun, becaule againſt the grain; and 
not for'their turn ' and though with Saint 
Paul he reaſon plaifly of thofe plain Do- 
&rines, Righteouſneſs ,' Temperance ,, and 
Fndgment to come 3 yet like Felix touch- 
ed'to the quick; they either bid him go his / 
way for this time, and'ftay till they ſend 
for him, or cry out 'with Feftus, The Max 

is certainly-befides himſelf. - - ©. -- ++ 
Now1 know no Law he tranſgreſſes if 
the Preacher now and' then quote a Greek 
or-Latine Author in a vulgar Auditory : 
None but Calnmyy it felt -would have 
charg'd him at a venture with Oftentation 
and'Vanity» Why might he not rather 
do it todiſtinguiſh him from a Gifted Bro- - 
ther in a Conventicle, who talks all of his 
own head in home-ſpun Engliſh ? And 
why not to ſhow that very learned Men 
are of his Opinion , and that he defires 
not his Auditours to believe it becauſe: he 
ſaid 
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iid it, but betauſe it is true? Authority 
is'# tnbre effetual Argument ad hominen, 
than «Demonſtration, becauſe ſeldom ta- 
ken "What though few or none mider- 
ftand'him'thofe very words , ſo long as 
they'apprehend him in much more than 
they ean remember ? Should the dif- 
courſt all in Engliſh, and like a Scholar, 
he tiuſt not exped& to be imtelligible all 

to common capacities, more than 
thole-49vinae ita Chapter of St. Pax read 


\".. There is a ſort of Preaching our Author 


fe&ms to-favour , (if he favour any ) by 
dividing a Text into ove part, I mean, by 
making a long: continued Harargue upon 
ſome-cettain {ubject 3/ which, if well ex- 
amined, would be found more uſeleſs and 
unprofitable than thoſe ſaid tobe fſpi- 
”; full of Latine , partly for its want of 
method and- due helps of memory , and 
partly for being iff of Latinized-affeed- 
Engliſh. For P'll aſſure you , the Vulgar 
underſtand Saint Chryſoſtome's calte Greek, 
and Saint Auſtine's , nay Tertullian's Afri- 
can Latine , as well as they do the parti- 
cular paſſages, and whole trame and drife 
of ſuch a Diſcoxrſe. They know not with- 

g F ous 
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out an Iaterpreter what you mean by your 
rational Notions, 3gemors Principles,and 
ſublime Morahitics 3 your fervid Parturien- 
cies, parturieut Agonics, and zealous Pre- 
ſages of the People 3 your Acconmmoda- 
tzons and, interchangeable Ratifieationz 
of Peace 3 your adjuſting differences -be- 
tween the Animal and Divine Life,, and a 
choufand more. ſome of our pretended 
Maſters of Reaſon have raked out of (34+ 
zets and-: late Rodomontado Authors , . to 
make them a Schibboleth of diſtin&ion, 
whereby. thcy.; would be thought wiſer 
than the common Herd of Mortals.. E- 
very Man in his way z.-;yet they are not 
always the wiler and: more rational, part 
of. Mankind, who, are ſo charitable as-to 
think themſelves fo, 
 But-the Greek and Latine Shreds, are 
not always loſt; tor there is ſometimes an 
all-wiſs.Patron , or. all-underftanding Ju- 
{tice of. Peace at Church. - Not to envy 
him, his wonted happineſs in Epiphers, 
though he lay it down dogmatically tor 
a certain Maxim, That there is as great a 
tuture reward in ſaving one that takes 
Celle&fiow , as the bt Man in the Pariſh, 
and. conſequently they ſhould be preacht 


al 


ME <£ 
at both alike ; yet other Men think chey 
may warrantably take more pains to con- 
vert a potent and nin} fre thati any 
one pf the little People ; becauſe iti pain- 
ing him they. uſually gain half a, Pariſh. 
Harmonidss the Minty being now Maſter 
of his Art, asK*'d his Tutour Timithy what 
courſe he muſt take"to get hutra: Nathe 
and efRteem .all over Greece 2” his aobeat 
was, That it wquld be a tedions and &nd- 
Tefs piece of work tofhibw his sKill to eve- 
ry ordinary Mechantch, beſides that ſach 
are no-competent Judges :* Bat the moſt 
corripetidious way to: do his bufſnefs, was 
to give a Specimen of his Art td Tome few 
of the Potentates, of the chicf and leading 
Men in all Greece, and when they are boſe 
ſels'd (aid he) with an Opinion: of thy 


Excellency, all the World will preſently 
commend and adinixe thee by their exam- 
ple » 'aS Lucian tells-the Story. And, we 
mow, that the World lives more by Ex- 
anthle than Precept , that the Farmer is or- 
dinarily of his Laxdlord's Religion , .and 
that *tis ſometime More in Hy than the 
Parſon's power to..make his Tenant a 
00d Church-man, or an idle Seltary. 

"But out Savixrr atid his Apoſites (faith 
| | F 3 he} 


# 
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he) make no ſuch ditinQian in-their Diſ- 
courſes. - A Metaphor taken from the Fa- 
natich, way of arguing becaule they: aid 
not_in.ſome Circamſtances , we may nof 
in any. What if onr Saviour" 5 Au Itors 
were all of a picce, ora the oe Of 
at leaſt the #7 a1az6+3 the Text. 
ſay avy of the Learxed, or any Rt n, 
Squires hires theres, Nay, another pr [He 
Text; the On Qixthon, ( ewhich I cak e for 
little be than 2n ata Negative) Have 
any o if the ; Rulers, or of the Phariſees belie- 
ved 0 him 2. The Goſpel was firſt preacht 
to the Poor, and not many 7/3ſe, not.many 
Noble were called , . they being oth to 
ſtoop from their Grandcur, and renounce 
all their Carnal Wiſdom, as it required : 
but lince- the Learned and Noble- have Em 
braced the Faith , ſuxcly, there's moxe uſe 
of Learning and loquence to convert, and 
contizm them, than, the rude Vulgar. b 
As tor the ſequel of his Diſcourle about 
Preaching, - an hundred to one if it be not 
like ſomething or other. It is not like 
che Picture of a Freych Lady , who gave 
the Painter five Livres more than ordina» 
ry to corre& the defets* of Natures Rem: 
cil, and make her ay exaRt Beauty; 
0: yo 


| 
; 
| 
| 
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rather like ſome. Dutch piece repreſenting 
2. company. of ' Anticks and Aper-faces, 
where eyery one-{quines or grins, {nears 
or mumps cen as-it pleas'd the Painter. 
Or. if you will, *tis like a-Pedler's Stall, I 
have feen, managed by the little ['Fobx of 
all Trades in his narrow-brimni'd-+Beaver 
incht to a point 3 how bubily he ſtruts a- 
 rouny crying, (Come buy my ratling Mc- 
taphors, my ur obo Similitudes, my 
dainty laced Pretaces , ingenious Pictutes, 
exati Compaſles , Fews-Trumps , Hobby- 
Horſe: ; Thimbles and Bodkins, Divine 
Knicknacks and Conceits : Here's your A- 
qua fortis, Sal Armoniack , Tops, Pears, 
and Pomegranates , Violins , Trebbles and 
Gingles,, new Songs, new Noons, new Al- 
manacks, new 3 ſee here, what it you lack? 
till all the Infantry in Town flock about 
him to gaze at his little leſs than Tredes+ 
kin-varicty of Miracles. Even ſo — 
. But in earneſt , let's enquire ſeriouſly 
into the main things he ſays make Prea- 
chers ridiculous, #.e, Harſh Metaphors, 
childiſh Similitudes, fopliſh Prefaces, affe- 
&ed Diviſtons,. cunning DoCtrines, odd 
Expreſſions , and ſuch like, and how far 
they are true,or concern the A 
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In the firſt place ,-weare much obliged 
to the Gentleman that he doth not con-+ 
fine and tie us up ſ{o'ftrictly, as that we 
muſt. npon all occafions call a Spade a 
Spades, ( at our peril) but allows us the 
common priviledge of all Oratours, to-uſe 
Improprieties ſometimes, whether Simi- 
te's at large, or Metapbors, which are the 
fame thing contracted into one word, 
Ge be grave,decent, ſignificant 


-and pextinent : and had he denied us, the 


caſe would not have been much altcr'd ; 
for we are not to learn from him:what 
iingular uſe there may be of them many 
times for informing Vulgar Judgments, 
and influencing their Aﬀettions > which 
is a reaſon ſpecial enongh why our $avi- 
our uſed this way of Preaching, 

© But ſecondly, We deny all thoſe inftan- 
ets to be ridiculous which he is pleaſed to 
vend for ſuch. For what if a Text ſhould. 
chance to be like an ingenious Pifzre , or 
Moſes's Rod, or Noah's Dove , yea or like 
the very Man going to Fericho? Where's 
the falſe Latine all this-while,provided the 
Application be natural and appoſite? E- 
very Mechanick can tell him, that Simili- 
tudes are not delign*d to agree as one _ 
be WM, oth 
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doth with another; 1f they touch/but in 
one point, as 2 Globe upon a Plain, it is 
ſufficient. . And if he quarrel with theſe 
and ſuch like Compariſons, he is-in a fair 
way to fall foul upon the moſt ſober and 
even ſacred Writings. What if the Prea- 
cher ſhould upon occaſion compare a Cloud 
to a Mans Hand, wile ſpeeches to Apples 
of Gold in piftures of Silver , ( provided 
they be not ingenious Pictures.) Tſael to 
the-duft of the Earth , Fob to a Cruddled 
Cheeſe , Man to a wild Aﬀes Colt, and-his 
own dung, Conhdence to a broken Tooth, 
Spirits to Frogs , the Soul to the Chariots 
ot Amminadab, Hezekiab to a Weaver, a 
Crane and Swallow , the Jews to roaring 
Bears, the Word of God to Fire, a Hammer 
and a Sword , the Kingdom of Heaven to 
a Grain of Muſtard-ſced , a little Leave, 
a Net, a loſ Groat , the Son of Man him- ' 
{elf to a Shepherd, a Lamb, a Lyon, a Vine, 
2 Branch, with hundreds more of that na- 
ture ? Tl aflure you it may be done {o- 
berly and ſignificantly,for it has been done, 
and none but a profane Wit would dare to 
play with the leaſt and ſmalleſt things 
when once made ſacred. Procul 0 


procul ite Profani. 
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But amongſt the-reſt of his Prefaces , I 
wonder he could not light upon: one 


- grown too common of late , and 1s per- 


Haps more needleſs (to ſay no more) than 
any he hath mention'd 3 I mean, a long 
conceived Prayer before. Sermon ,,. wherein 


"the Preacher preſents God Almighty with 


a large train of Titlcs, and recommends 
ſeveral perſons. to him under the notion 
.of Right Honourable, Reverend, Worſhip- 
ful, Learned and Iortby, Earls, Biſhops, 
Knights, Doctors, Eſquires, Gentlemen, 
Mr. Profttours, Mr. Taxers, &c. He could 
have told them that God Almighty need- 
cd not to be informed of any Mans Worth 
or 9wality, and that thoſe Titles were im- 
Proper to be offer'd up to God in a ſolemn 
Prayer, but to be directed to the People in 
an Exhortation (according to the LV Ca- 
ou) to mind them of that due-reſpe& 
they owe to their Superiours.” But be- 
cauſe he ſays nothing hereof for ſome 
reaſons beſt known to himſelf, I ſhall for 

others ſay no more. | 
Thirdly, You muſt know that our in- 
genuous Author hath Jately been with 
the Man among the Tombs , and raked in 
dead Mens Aſhes for leveral of the Stories 
| he 
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he entertains you with. For inſtance, 
that Text againſt Non-refidence and the 
device of the Triangular Heart , are both 
-as old as Pauls. He that could not run 
without feet, was a famous Divine it! his 
time, (he tells you)- but that was long be- 
 fore:himſelf was ont o'th* (hell; Parfon 
Slip-ftocking , and the Author of the Diſ- 
coveries, and many others whoſe Ghoſts he 
-brings in ,- have long fince quitted the 
Stage 3 and admitting they were'once of . 
-our Church, and did any ot them ac their 
parts ridiculoufly, yet what is that to'the 
-preſent Clergy ? It he can't find in his 
heart to ſpeak well of the Dead, and bury 
their infirmities with them , yet *tis the 
heighth of .injuſtice to charge the Living 
with their perſonal faults. . 

Fourthly , You may gneſs' he was once 
of Mr. Nye's , or Mr. Calamy's, or fome 
ſuch Retormado Congregation, or at leaſt 
hath frequented Conventicles fince more 
than the Church , by a great deal of the 
idle ſtuff, and lamentable fooleries he hath 
the honour to bring to light 3 "it being 
well known, that canting expreſſions, and | 
all that way of talking, is the proper and 
Characerittical note of a Separatiſt : _ 
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if he had been as ingenzous as the worthy 
Author of the Friendly Debates, he would 
haye (et the ſaddle upon the right Horſe, 
and not have pinn'd the extemporary effu- 
ſions, ſancihed nonſenſe, and intolerable 
foolerics of thoſe faftious Pulpiteers and 
Intruders , upen that Church they made 
it their whole buſineſs to pluck down by 
way of Reformation, It is no news to 
tell how inſtrumental many of the preci- 
ous Axthors he cites, were in that Great 
Work. Nor is it any Miracle that Preach- 
ing was abuſed in thoſe days , when a 
learned Orthodox Clergy was ſilenced for 
their malignant Loyalty, and their Pulpits 
filled with Shoe-makers , Taylors, Wea- 
vers, Threſhers, Coblers, Tinkers, Brew= 
ers, Bakcrs, Fiſhmongers, Wool-Combers, 
and all manner of Ruſlet-Rabbies, and 
Mechanick Divines: No wonder it there 
was rare work made with Texts and 
Preachments, when every one borrowed 
his Similitudes and Language from his 
own Trade, comparing Facob to a Threſh- 
#nz-Worm,Repentance to a Bull-ruſh,Man's 
Body toan Apple , his Soul to an Oyfter, 
&c. But to lay their grievous extravagan- 
cies at the door of the preſent _ oy 

one 
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done- ſo like a faithful Mftorian , as if the 
Sacrilege, Murders , Treafons and- Regis 
cide of thoſe black-ſouF'd Rumpers ſhonld 
be unreaſonably wreſted to refle& upon 
this preſent moſt Loyal and: Renowned 
Parkament-. « 

Lalily, The refidue of thoſe little paſ- 
{ages and ſtories he laughs at, are cither 
purely of his own invention , or abuſed 
and perverted into ridiculous by his Addi- 
tions or -Explications: Whereby it ap- 
pears bis Genius inclines him to Plays, 
Poetry and Romances, rather than Hiſto- 
ry : in thoſe indeed he hath no Law, but 
to write what he and his Muſcs pleaſe; 
but in this he muſt expe to be confined 
wholly to Truth. 

Now I demand what mortal Man ever 
heard ſuch terms as Star-board and Lar- 
board, Sterns and Fore-caſtles in a Sermon, 
ſince Pulpits made of Ships Beaks have 
been out of faſhion? No, no, they are 
his own, as well as the rering, flanking, in- 
wrenching and ſtorming a Text , together 
with thoſe touches of Ptolemy's Syſteme, 
ſolid Orbs, and the points of the _—_ 
and comparing the Moor, Mercxry and Ve- 
aw tO Violins and Trebbles, all his __ 
vile 
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wiſcd meerly to giyc us ſome hints of his 
general Accompliſhments. Fitlt he gives 
you a taſte of his $kill in Navigatiov, then 
mm Military Diſcipline. 3 tor I can aſſure 
you he hath ſeex a Ship, and: beard of a 
-- Fight; but for Aﬀronomy , Oh Aftrone- 
ty !——lct him alone; and yet, if he 
make no better ule on't, it is to be fear'd 
he was born under a three-penny Plaxet, 
( whether according to the Old or New 
Hypothelis it matters riot.) however he 
talks ſometimes of keeping Tex Foot-bays, 

and being Secretary of State, | 
Again, Theſe choice Phraſes of hack- 
iug, bewing, and ſpþlittizg of Texts, ( (ott 
and gentle Mctaphors taken from riving 
a tender Oak) making Faith , Hope and 
Charity 2 little Ring of Bells , together 
with the Latine Materials; Hic labor, hoc 
opus —-ſilveftrem tenui are all his 
own ſtill. And if hebe ſo.good at the 
Forge, and can beat you an entire Fiction 
out of his own Brain, no wonder he hath 
a-little-dexterity at the File and Hammer, 
to work his matter .into what ſhape he 
pleaſe, to add or detract, bend or {traigh- 
ten it as occaſion ſerves, Indeed he wreſts 
Mcas Sermons like a Noſe of __ as 
ere» 
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Hereticks:deal by the bely Sctiptures,” and 
makes the poor Parſon wind and turn all 
manner of ways, aS a Rider would do his 
Spaniſh Fennet. For inſtance , the ſary 
ot making Chrift a Shyp-keeper, (however 
it comes not in hobbling with a reverence 
be it ſpoken ) is moſt. ſhamefully miſ-re> 
preſented , the greateſt part of it owning 
no other Author - but himſelf. He mutt 
pardon me if. I credit my own Ears more 
than his laviſh Pen, -and any Man that 
will believe: his own Eyes , may find the 
truth of what I ſay by conſulting the 
Copy. | 
Another he brings in Preaching about 
Epiſcopacy , from that Text As 16.,30« 
Sirs , What muſt I doto be ſaved ? And 
this (I mult tell you ) is -nothing moxe 
than a confident Calumny:: for Epiſcopacy 
was not the buſineſs of that Sermon. ?Tis 
true, the Preacher did by the way reflet 
upon the word Kye , (for-it doth figni- 
ke Lords 1n plain Engliſh) and thence in- 
ſinuate. what reſpe&t and honour was gi- 
yen to the Apoſtles aud Paſtours of the 
Church by.thoſe Primitive Converts ; but” 
that he ſhould infer , that Biſhops were 
formerly Peers of the Realm, and did here- 
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byTlaim their priviledge of fitting in the 
Houſe of Lords , is ſuch a monſtrous for- 
gery as you can ſcarce match it in all Ly- 
cian+, though he is ſo civil as totell us be- 
forehand his true Hiſtories ate all falſe. 
Andyet when his hand was tt, he conld 
not turbear flandering another perſon of 
Worth, with another of thefame 3 who, 
though he did from that Text m St. Mat- 
zbew, Seek ye the Kingdom of Gol —— 
Obſerve in tranfitre, that Monarchy was the 
beſt of Governments, as bearing a nearer 
teſemblance ro that of God hirmſelf, than 
any Ariftoerzcy or Commonwealth '; yet 
that he ſhould uſe-any ſuch ridiculous Ex- 
predſſiens as thoſe, — Tt is not ſar] the Par- 
Hament of God ; the Army of God, or the 
Committee of S4fety of God, 15 a great 
untruth , ſecond to none bur that I told 
you of before 3 fo cafie a thing it'js for a 
Splenetick Mom to take every thing by 
the wrong handle, atid make that Took ri- 
diculous which was ſpoken never fo well 
and foberly. Now (as we uſe to fay, ex 
pede Hercmlem ) by thele inftances yorr may 
jude of the reſt, and gueſs at the Mans 
Ingenuity, the greateſt part bfa}}: thoſe 
Abſurdities charg'd upon Preactting being 

S either 
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either his own, or none of ours, who have 
but the leaſt relation (fo much as that'of 
Journey-men ) to the preſent Clergy- 
Whezxetore, to ſhut up this Stage, though 
we account of fuch as tell us ot our faults 
truly,, modeſtly, and in private, as of our 
beſt Friends yet we ſhall beware of them: 
that do not only publiſh and divulge our 
private failings to reproach and upbraid 
us, but make them ten times more than 
we acknowledge, as of the moſt il-natu» 
red and pernicious of all our Exemes- 


| And {o. I paſs on to his ſecond Topidk, 
the Clergy's Poverty,” to.examine whether 
he hath betray'd more 1ntegrity in repre» 
ſenting that. And.becauſc I have already 
ſhewed that the generality even of oar/ ++ 
ferionr Clergy are not {o dilmally poor and 
ſhrimped things as he makes them, I ſhall 
content my {elt with-lome ſhort Remaxks 
apon him now, toleavea lictle room for 
my third and laſt Propofition , which, F 
preſume , will end the whole Contro- 
verlic. 
And here he proceeds. to talk after. the 
old wild xate, and hath ſer the ſecond Part 
to the fame Tune cxaQly with the. firſt, 
'taking 
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taking the ſame extravagant liberty. anchis- 
Expreſlions,Figures and Forgeries. [There - 
is the never-enongh-to-be-commended Þ-/. 
roxy, that diſpatgheth one half af the buſi- 
neſs, and. what remains is made good:by / 
the prodigious all-confounding. Hyperbole;' 
by whichhe can blow up a.Fly into the tull - 
pogponyen of tive. hundred Camels put to-- 
gether. . When he (cems to comnend, he: 
moſtly jeers 3 what he pities , he abaeth: - 
when he would deplore his Clergies- rui-/ 
nous. Circutnſtances., he only laughs: till: 
the tears ſtand in his eyes. Take him at 
one cnd of his Glaſs, and. hel ſhow:you 
a Molc-hill grown-up into a Mermntain;;; 
and if: there be occaſion to look at the 6+ 
ther, bigh jingo, tanzetus — the old:maſly- 
Mountain dwindles preſently-into:ayoung 
Mole-lull. At firli;he makes a Oral. 
face like ſome pitcous Statwe in the Wall, 
that would have us believe. it bears yp the 
whole Fabrick by. its ſhrugging 3 as if it 
were. a burden to his litzle Conſcience thar 
our Clergy is not-{o well provided for as 
the Prieftbood of old ; but all he drives at 
m theend, is only to ler off a Querk or 
two, aud certihe Mankjnd:that-the ' Souls 
of Mcn are a greater charge .than Sheep 


and 
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26d Ozex'!; dndithat Moncy ail vidituls 
were wn! pe ccaſb with 
the ; iabLaw.,.. At : 


togl of hisdefign; his-claborate ipti 
onoef the Fear ;.iwhich,! that it might'be 
© _ h&hath — CRIEE 
00s an Mini-wiviecei! A 
| uncreyo Accoutremients! to minke Hit 
the'rmoſt deſp cr rig 
<+-Forhe difcovens him wall alively 
$zÞbncmthis Oka yardi, "biker with- 
& oikt a Caffod;,onwithout Bregches, (at- 
*« gording;as it þ \ moo be the: Brevohes 
< or _afſochy-y ear} ſRudying :meorly 
< hor £0 live; :cafting with himidE wht 
«Piggs;; Geele and Apples utt 'towards, 
«< who B ely torharry'or dic next ; and 
« ſadly: remembring that the Jlafk:Rilder- 
Kia of Driadi4snardeparted \ and thide | 
*al his/Treaſilte is reduced to baedingle 
* Groat.. - -Retuthing: tothe: liccle Sit, 
* his Manſiow-houſt y. he meets! withine(y 
Sy. 1 -a up m þ 
Glebe and the malicious:Crowy tratts 
* pled down--the renmininng Grals>s - ehien 
-++ weep comes qeKit * ac: 
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«the moſt hopeful Chick inal! the brood: 
« And to! make up the" Scecxe and ruine 
« him quite; the Jack-daws.and Starlings 
& (idle Birds that they ate!) ſcatter'd-and 
« carried away forty or fifty of: the beſt 
« Straws from his Thin-thatch'd Roof. 
« Thus rack'd and tortur'd,' he: tries to 
« weather out his melancholy by retiring 
into the little hole over the Qven, cal- 
< lcd his Study, ( contrie? d there, I ſuppoſe, 
« zo ſave firing )) a pretty little Vaticas , 
<« the whole .turniture: whereof is a Ger- 
<« man Syſtemne, a Geneva Bible and Con- 
<«'cordance of the ſame, a Boudget of old 
« ſtitch*d Sermons ,, ſame broken Girts, 
<« with two or three yards of Whip-cord 
- ©. behind the door., and a Saw and Ham- 
© mer to prevent. Dilapidations. But 
<« finding his Family cannot be maintain'd 
« with. Texts and Contexts, '( the Child 
«in the Cradle crying all this while for 
_« want of Milk ) down he creeps again, 
yo p—_ _— to _ Heavenly 
<« employments, of flling the Dung-Cart 
<« in dry wcather, -pilling of Hemp, and 
. U heating the Oven in; wet 3, and, to evi- 
« dence)his willingnel(s to'turn a Penny in 
 <anhoveſt way, one day he went to —_ 
a6l+ 31 «Gr 
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«ketupon a Pannier' with Tarkies/and 
< Geeſe bobbing out their heads under his 
«Canonical Coat: hut alas, alas, in his 
*abſcace the beloved Duck mifcarries, or 
* the-never-failing Henforlakesher'wont- 
« ed Neſt, at whidtrhe eitlier runs-raving 
<« about' che Yatdlike a Lamatich,-orcl 
4 confines himſelfto the little Hole afore- 
* ſaid, being e'en-overwhelmed with grief 
4 and defpair, —==)Now did you ever 
meet 'with ſuch-a'Romantick Whimſie as 
thisin all your Travails-? Do you believe 
he jeally thinks this'is a'Max of God he 
this (ets! out , and makes ſo bold with ? 
Doth he not fully betray that mighty re- 
verence he has for the boly Profeſſion, thus 
to prevaricite, and coyn an it Vicar 
meerly to laugh. at? Beſides, 

there ever was ſuch a forlom Creature as 
he deſcribes, yet how ridiculous a thi 

is this #ew way of- Argumentation- whi 
concludes from Particulars? For if you 
will take his word: for Logich,, one 
inſtance or two 'tefles diſparagetnent, 
and procures a general diſeſteem-to aÞthar 
Orderof holy en; pog.o8. As much as to 
{ay;that,if forme of the Gentry of Eugland, 
being decayed" in' their Efates _ 
_ GT 2 


[8] REG 
their Loyalty to theKimg,'Or by their own 
imprudence ,: their Children come to: be 
- ers '6r Heftlers 5; or. any iothes ſeryite 
$;_ there maſtineeds be d blot-in the 
_ of all: the teſt, _—__ never fo 
flouriſhing, .till 
»Now4'{hall not aikderrake to: anſwer 
his mad Deſcription , but only crave leave 
to tell you a [$tory,; and:-give hint the ho- 
nour of bearing a conſiderable ,Paxt in it, 
which (though it be x meer Fiction, and 


you axe requeſicd beforcband. not 4b: be- 
lieve ic, yet) / may. {@ttn perhaps as pro- 
bable ad plauſible, as' that he wakes no 


(cruple topubliſh for irwes 


«<Coanding, ſoma, time in my Travails 
© at the. famoits HecAexapilis ,, 1 was con- 
© ducted:to . a certain Covent-of the Eleu- 
© thert, who are (aid to: have been fortner- 
< Iyia Religious Order ,; and I gueſs thcy 

* mighty the wuinc3of 4 Chappet I found 
* theres. \( looking indw , like a decayed 
© Daye-Gote ,, from which the Inbabi- 
Ins Sayre 

"any: ancient Pptions in [the W. 
© and Windows : but fince they arc irre- 
*gularand NT" all Laws, Vows y'oud 
us. 


E821 
© Duties, (however jt-cams. to pals) ha- 
© vying no Obligations, ypop. thera bit to 
<live as their-own Genius ſhalh prompe 


*chem.,. In; ; Bet. puch 
* from other COT in Greece, 4ot 
© only this,. t ore xelt 


© of the qld A Philo 
© their Beardsy which, axe 
: < lopp, and ſet accurately inn 
* gure. But leſt To 'miliaken., you guſt 
© know they hate £0 be Very like thoſe 01d 
© Men cither in their Opz Qr. Beards 3 
©*for whereas they uſed to- .hang, their 
© Beard before in the yatural place, Fogſo 
© wear them moſt} behjnd in oppoſition 
© beſjdes, their Beards were trulyay 
« perly their own 3 but theſe by, kebpiog 
© thejr Heads too hot,; have nogG of. their 
© own, ( 40 of: 59: Strams of, natural 
© Thatch growing upon the place , being 
© with them almoſt a Miracle ): bat make 
« them artificial ones pf- the Manes of cer- 
«© rain She-Aſſes z cut off once in ſo, many 
© years for that purpoſe, As for Diet, I 
© know no Covent in Exrope which out> 
© does them 3 for xcjeQing all the pld me- 
© thads of living upon Bread, Watex and 
©Herbs, and fuch mow Dilpenlations, 
| i 
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# they are plentifully furnifht with-all forts 
© of provitions, from'the'Wing of at Ox 
© to the: Leg of a Lark { alVmanner'of va- 
© rieties Seas or Rivers produce, together 
with all kinds of' Vehicles, © cotmttionly 
f call'd Liquots-;* from the moſt Chymi- 
*cally prepar” ind}ſpirituous , down to 
* © thoſe of the inferiour Brew-houſ,*'Nor 
* do Tſpeak all this by conjeture or hear- 
* ſay, 'but as I found by experience 3: for 
© one of the Fraternity' perceiving tne cu- 
© rious and inquiſitive, as ſtrangers uſe to 
© be, would needs engage me to cat at their 
f common Table to' fee their faſhions , 
* which I was cafily perſwaded to, as well 
© to gratihe my hunger as curiolity : the 
F manner whereof was briefly thus ; We 
# being ſummon'd together by their Auto- 
© ton or Clock, 'arid' the Table ſpread, 
© Proclamation was preſently made by one 
© of the Machines or Novices, in this ſhort 
© Grace, Ede, Bibe, Lude, and then down 
* fate every one as. he- plkeafed , and fell ro 
£ where he liked beſt. '- But they had the 
* ſtrangeſt names for their Meats as well 
© as all things elſe,” that, had not kept to. 
* my old rule of believing my ſenſes, had I 
*not ſeen and ſcented good fiore of real 

| * Provendex 
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© Provender nike be Bo hou bare 
6 t ccoyed to lome Mag 
* thought m1 we. os they call'd a good xaund 
«Pudding, a ſolid Orb , (the Plumbs a+ 
« (embling fixtStars 3) a Collar of Brawh,' 
© 2Callous Cylinder 3 a Shoulder of Maut- 


(to, a Triangles. a coup of Capons,' ' 


© Platonick Exnxcbs z a Veal Pyc, a Fentd» 
{Kone 3/2 French Quelque Choſe, a 
© kqus concourſe _ there 9g 
Chating-Di er it, af Hypatheſad' y 
uſages , a Diſh' of Circlesz a PING of 
Gd F owl, a Pyramid, to, 
© more. It they want any hinge they Gif: 
« dai toask it in che Language Other Men 
fs , but one cries , Transfule me-(ome 
isk Lyzan Blood into that ſame Flute 3 
—_ Reach hither a few of thoſe Sa- 
* line Particles za third, Pray anatomize 
\ that Quadrupede , and ACC 
{ me with a quantemof th e Spins dorfis and 
"much more [I cither un 
© was not then. at leiſure to remembers 
Q When they had taken a free Honefi the the 
* Creature, axthey call it, and 
{ were grown hard as Drums , the Rom 


(ud ad ing hve 0 te 
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[8] 
©-Mch thar vet were mth World, always 
excepting! themſelves. 1!: 7 calls the 
Took for-refiſtingy Natuyal Cag- 
ts ;/andicurbing.theiz'Appetites 3 atkd 
« che: Ribbon Mad-men for abltaitiig 
uptrttixioully from good wholfom FR: 
© another doth but name Arifliotle - With 
Chis Breet Bag of Occult: Sruldiet indbe 
<hi:Cloak\"'and aH- the Copa 
4gax right,” as if they had found a 
«Mobs a:third:brags of the antiquity'sf 
drigieOxter',: pictcndifig with ts Br- 
adapt thieyare cider thinthe Mobhlknd 
Chid/a ate bf Pro-oxiftenty tin fourth '46- 
«lat6s his Tdeſcgpe-Travels; how oy 
<BStats he found:out that never were 
< befSxc4- and-poopled with Tnhabiratit 
-aforhes jecrs Ptolomy's 'Syfteme offithe 
&';> fbr by 'this time-it was-a/De- 
ation ther all the! Forld third 
Fog Burl took ipeciuactice of one 
*"2bove'thexelt;; ' ( call'd Borcaline Junior, 
vSetterdiay to the Order3 whoin lefs thn 
tals Hours ſpace, beginnings ith a Rn 
+ fron Hdonr, fan ; 70a. all a— 
= 2d Orders of + 2 
coo lim a as ho went + At 
rs ads for- WH 


* raiſe 
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raiſethe' Ghoſts of whundred old Phito- 
Tray and make thenvall dance after 
{his Pipe's!/he could makes Cat to ſpeak 3 
*he nsform' a Wighiinto ar Aſs 1 
-Alxabs.t rifefbup YkeoBe0ls5 *and $h 
- with Rdligion It {elf yagi fit were an's! 
* Dotage37buit afterward? Iuinderſtood he 
: did aff his by the Art -6f Memwory',” abd 
* only repctted the ſevetaVAds, Dopts, 
| *Reſolves\;" and Philofophical 
* (dubb'& ad 'agreed[upen by # + Ord 
* Committes of che whole Houſe) which 
*heists by his plate; '. Thus wa 
«they bad filPd their -Bellies with Lang 
*ter, andorker good: Cheat,” the C 
* ny broke-up!, and each- retired to th 
* feveral zpartments : only' my 'fri . 
 Guardjawtfook :me af de; bind ny 
* me furcherwith a ſight” of their Publick 
* Libr ary; \whichT wondred to fd [6thih 
* of Books; their whole” ſtore being ny 
© Epicarys's Works, Lucian's Dia 
© Cartes Hobby. and two or three mort: 
© modern Authors, with two lar rge Us ve 
© dne of Gazers, and the other of 
© phical:-News-Books,z but he ſoon refoly'd 
« me, by informing me that thoſe Shelves 
$ were not long fince crowded —_ all 
*4orts 


[90] | 
© forts of ancient; Authors, butby: a-com- 

© mon decree they had lately Votod them 

S==IS 
* dex the growth and i= 
* on of Arts and Seences z and were a- 
C preed uponia, new Model of: Learning, 
5 more compendious and. detmonſtrative 
* than. the old;, - which was ſhortly-to be 
« publiſhed.” Ax the far end of the Room 
© heſhewed mea pair of fair Glabes, full of 
£ Atoms as they.could hold,which (he told 
© mein my ear );-were Materials to make 
© ew Worlds: for: if one take never (0 
© many Buſhels 'out, they, ſill! continue 
* top-full,, being ſupplied, he-ſaid., by a 
© conſtant Eflevinem from ſome. mvifible 
«Rock or Mine., The Claſles: formerly 
tH]IPd with Books, were-ngw:taken'up 
« with ajl (ſorts, of  Mathematical-Inſiru- 
« ments,Glaſſes,Pgt-Guns,Crucibles, Pow+ 
<:der of Experience, Louſe-Traps, Sche- 
tletons of Ants, Fleas, and other little 

«Gentlefolk-, Tubes for Transfuſion, - the 
© the Spleens of Gnats yer alive 5; ſeveral 
Limbs of Chimera's, divers pairs of U- 
£ nicorn's Horns, Phoenix's Feathers, Re- 
* mora's Fins, and ten: thouſand Mecha- 
«nical KnacksI cannot reckon. _ 
33 * hai 
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chad ſufficiently adfni'd'all theſtPagities, 
* I defired to be ſatisfied what Principles 
© cheir\ Order -owned/?'. He - was: fome- 
« what ſhie in anfwerjug achift, butwhen 
' I jimportun'd himphezold me, they.em- 
brac'd few-of thoſe ly :recaved, 
©fomie of! their ryain:dnd/ fundamental 
* ones being; to dowbs of all things that are 
© not 'demonſirated , \gratifie their 
* rites, preſerve themlelves , Philofoptie 
© freely”, Jangh at all-rhe World for their 
* 2g#orance, and cloſe with no Sef of Re- 
© gon, but comply .outwardly with that 
* which:is moſt in taſhion, with this:pro« 
© vida; That they may abſtain from Super= 
© titious 1fafting-days and | faſtinp*nights , 
*and all other moroſe means. of Mortifica« 
| #i9xs 4 they acknowledging no other/but 
© the preſent Life. : And thus in ſhorty ha» 
ving thank'd him for-all his Civilities;: I 
took folemn leave of him at his:Covent- 
Gate,-and now retuzn home again to my 
little Do&or of Atoms,-(not doubting but 
he will candidly interpret Trick for Trick, 
and ſwallow one Pill himſelf for ;thoſe 
many he: hath offered a' whole Clergy) 
who by this time finds it to his purpoſe 
to caution us , that we have a ſpecial care 


It 
of [ conipiring Ours with ' the. Privatize 
Chyrchi upder/Perfecution, Orthe preſent 
ſmall-preferr'd'Clergy,n- that of Rome : 
fos —_—_ » i5.A _ _ Poxer- 

f .not alWays:ekpole to Contempt, 
Ne thenithey were rfioxe: obhnaxjous than 
we3z it was;not -Money., but. ſomething 
clic that preſctv*&thew cltcem 4, the want 
whereof may poſhbly leflen ours,:as I ſhall 
prove before I have done. Ang: though 
he be feldom or never in , yet. by and by 
hes ſtill farther our, 48 giving us-awealon 
why our Liturgy hath.noc its juſt c&tima- 
tion'in Cities and Corporations 3 'ntunely, . 
becauſe it is ſometinges read there by me- 
leerxed Mcn : for he ruſt cither make us 
believe, _ that there were never atiy ach 
Cattel in England as the tamous Smegym- 
- #Kans:y). Whole task."it was \to:Prey and 
Preach it out of reputation, to-make room 
for their goodly: DireGory |, . or [that the 
whole Tribe of Adonram are farice cut off 
and extin& , and don't carry oniths ſame 
work {till in their private Meetings'ii orat 
leaſt :that their giddy Followers'-would 
quickly#orſakeConventicles, if they could 
hear the Churches Prayers read conſtantly 
by ſome Reverend Prelate, or Learned 
| Prieſt, 


\07Y 
Prieft. ' —— creda} Fndew apellat7 
_ His laft complainc is, that "tis, « greX 
hazard. if ſo Pooy a Clergy be not idle, \in- 
temperate (and ſcandalous. This indeed 
was an old Article deviſed by | 
Sequeſtrators, againſt ſach aswerefat; and 
full, whoſe very Benefices were ſcandalous, 
but never urg'd before againſt the twenty 
or thirty-pound Men: And all Cahimnies 
ought.;to. have ſome little probability ip 
them, or the Devil himſelf cannot beligve 
them... He told yow befote that hjs/Vizas 
had but-pne Groat in the Houſe, and-who 
can imaginehe ſhould break an entirt Sum 
to ſpend his Penny, eſpecally when there 
is an Execution out-againſi-it too for Milk 
and Eggs ? Nor: is it likely choſe Pariſh 
i0ners -ſhould be {o bonntiful as to beas 
him out;z whom he had deſcribed betore 
to cheat him of his Geeſe and EE and 
have ſo deſpicable an opinion. of him for 
his tatteg?d' old 4aſhion'd "Habits ; Tus 
he has done with his Grounds of ctheCler- 
gies diſcteem,  Iznorance and Poverty y, bB&< 
ore'l proceed to mine ,, I muſt confiderg 


- S # 


little thoſe particular 'Otcaſions (hs: lays) 
concur tothake them ſo pititully Pgox-and 


The 


Contemptible. 
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The firſt whereof he makes” the'great 
Kearcity of Livings in reſpe@of that inh- 
"nite number _ either poſt, * (toftiow 
the vigilance of our Paſtours ) ſteal into 
'Holy Orders ; there being [ed ervploge 
ment for b:}f of thoſe that undertake that 
bsly Office : fo that, unleſs they ſhould 
take up the Romiſh Tricks of rambling up 
and down to- cry Pardons , Indal ele, 
Se. of wunlefs we had ſome vent for our 
Learned ones beyond Sea , as we have for 
other yen: with _ he Nati- 
on is over-ſtock*d, one moiety of the Cle 
muſt be dons to bes os ſtarve. Bil 
art thou in carneft,my excellent Contriver ? 
Is the holy FunCtion grown ſuch a meer 
Drug in England, that it lies ſo much up- 
on our hands ? Have-we {0 many Tur of 
Divinesto ſpare? (a mannerly Compari- 
ſon, pardonable from none but an em 
Hogs-head :) ſo many hundreds ready to 
mount upon Pegaſas, and ride down Sx 
and Moor for 25 or 301. a year? If this 
be true, then certainly it is not probable, 
that, having ſo great choice, we ſhould be 
ſo'meanly provided” at home, as he hath 
been lamenting all along , but rather 
(ſmall Preferments being better thaii _ 
I caat 


| © .  _ 

that all our Churches and Chappels are fil- 
kd with of no- inferiour Worth. 
But s it ſo in very deed y' that we have 
ſcarce. employment for balf their number? 
What then; becomes: of the othes half? 
Who'!mgintains them ?' or do they-live 
upon the Camelion's Diet? or -how got 
they into. Orders? Either they were Or- 
dain'd to a:Title , or not 3: if to a Title, 
( be it Spiritual or Temporal.) there is 
ſomewhat. to' live on; if to none, their 
Spiritual Fathers are bound to provide for 
and maintain them by Law : ſo that here 
is yet no viſible .neceſlity of recurring'to 
the Old Ordinance of clapping underDeck 
again for Tren zoe But that one 
half 'of the Prieſts and Deacons now in 
England are Ordain'd to no manner of 
Title (as he would: perſwade the World 
to the greatdifparagement of our Prelacy) 
is a. wild - ſuppoſal favouring neither of 
Wit nor. Trath. All that the greateſt 
candour can {ay in his excule, is only this, 
That upon the Kings Return poſlibly there 
were fuller Ordinations' than betore or 
ſince, the Biſhops not knowing but there 
"might be a ſcarcity and want of Clergy+ 
men $0 ſupply the places of My" 

Te iog 
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ding Lay-brethreq, belides that the Chuxs 
ches Lands lately alienated were now te-i 
Roret! , andthe holy Profeſſion began g6 
retrieve ;its farmer Reputation: And if 
we be at preſent over-liocked (LT have gi- 
venithe true reaſons of it, theonlyallcous 
ſequence whereqt will be this,: that unleſs 
our Reycrend Biſhops ſhall pledle to! hald 
-_ .hangs awhile , the old oner-are nod 
cly.to be worn out twſt 3..Ixneqn, ;many 
Pexſonsof Warth and Lcamiug will 
be fain to {pinout their days: id lanCollgs 
Cell, who oe have'done; bettes drriine 
#hroad. in their Generation. ' {4 ©: : 
The next {ſo mnch concurivng_to 
heighten: qur{ Clergies. Poverty and DiG 
eſtccw,he lacs atithe Gentraes door, wheres 
in he ſhews himſelf as much a Geatleman, 
as a Maſitr ot Reaſon. ' Indeed I thoiight 
he.owed abundance of thanks to his Stars, 
if he catne off fairly in the buſineſs of my 
Couſin. Abigail 2; But in for. thouſand, 
rn nmr ent 
y {et out he now tO 
render. the Gentry allo 'ridiculdts. . But 
bave not the Gentry and\Nobizry too: de- 
{erved better at our hands, than — be 
_— for dedicating forge1of their 


Sons 
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Soris to Gods Service?; Is this ſo ready 
a way to bring more Contempt tipon the 
Clergy , aud -not rather a mean'to redeem 
their credit ; .to make Chutch and State a 
compacted Body of one common' intereſt, 
and keep a fajr correſpondence between 
Clergy and Laity,- and. prevent all futute 
quarrels between thetn , .-which uſed to 
be grounded 'upon an old'miſtake*, that 
they are naturally as little related, as the 
- outward and the inward Man, or the Fleſ 
and Spirit ?  ©Yea, but (he ſays) they 
* delign the weak, lame, and molt z[-favoyr= 
© ed of their Children'tor the Miniftry, ha- 
* ving juſt Jimbs enough to climb the Pu}< 
#.>zr, -and an eye or two-to hnd ont'the day 
© of the moneth , and then leave them to 
*Geds bleffing and'the warm Sun, withouc 
* one penny of Money, or inch of Land, 
* excepting only: a ſmall ſtock' to-buy'# 
* bygad Hat at {econd hand , and a {mall 
* Syſteme or two of Faith, wheteupon you 
* ſhall meet with few of them worth above 
* xpo Spoons and a Pepper-Box; belides their 
Spiritualitiess And now, Gentlemen, as 
You: were - A very pretty Relation in- 
deed! whichif it were true, Ewould fain 
; ak our mats * Oracte whether it 
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reflets. more upon the Clergy or Gentry? 
Oh ! without doubt it adds a great lultre 
to the Family , aid commends his Pater- 
nal Wiſdom, Care, and impartial Provi- 
dence , when a Fatbey leaves a thouſand 
Pounds per ,aruum to. his eldeſt Son , and 
and plentiful Portions to all the reſt of the 
Brethren , exceptitg only the Diving 
Thing, who is; ft {o poor it can backs 
creep, having nothing but zo Spoons and 
a Pepper-Box to keep 3t from ſtarving. But 
the World is grown too wile to: accompt 
all Gold-that glitters, or to ſhut their eyes 
; till theybe trapann'd into the belief of. a 
falſhood ,' though ncver ſo plauſibly var- 
miſh'd o'er with ſpccious Whimſies , and 
merry-mad Concetts. 

In the little refidue of his Letter, he 
plays the meer Child , and takes great 
pajns/to, blow upa few Bubbles and Chry- 
ftalline Glob#l; into the Air, ſtanding at 
gaze alter them till they buzſt ard yanith : 
only in the cloſe of all , he reminds his 
Reader , that he found the word Religgen 
in the. Title::, And how much he hath bes 
trayed in the whole Book, let other Men 
pdge z and{himlelf cqnfder, whethex bs 

not obliged co2 ſecond Epilile , to beg 


pardon 
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pardon of God atid Man for wiring the 
ane of - Religion upon ſuch 4 Fardel of 
ſcandalous * Petulaficies and Legendary 
Tales,unleſs he'will be £6 ingeruous (now 
the ' High-Commiſſion-Court 1s aſleep } to 
Ufidergo a voluntary Penance at forts. gon- 
wvenient Market-Crols, with the Title 
his Accuſation written under him, --- Th 
"Author of the Contemfjit of the C and 
Religion. Where I ſhall leave'him, an 
proceed to my third and laſt Propuliion, 
which is this, Thats if the Engliſh C bs 
not thiuly valued, 38 is to be attributed 3 0- 
*her, and thoſe far differem Reaſons :| which 
once demonſtrated\and made good; ir will 
appear evidently 'that his Lettex being 
built upon a wrong Foundation ,- falls of 
it (elf, and ray beburnt without any pre 
jadice to Trith or Reafon; | and conſe- 
quently I hope the deluded World will be 
wnideceived. 4 | 
-. We muſt confeſs to our forrow more 
thart ſharne, that-the holy Function hath 
been little ſet by/, ' nay much difpataged 
and affronted of late years amongR* us, 
(for by the Grace of God they have-deſes- 
ved better at the hands of Matchan every 
tTaſh.young Shimei _ allow them)" the 
1 p 2 &rue 
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true-Reaſons whereof will ſoon appear, if 

-we conſider who and .what: manner of 
Perſeps they are who.do moſt -indyſtri- 
ouſly throw, Contempt ypon them 3 and 

they muſt be gicher our;protefied Enemige, 
or pretended Friends., Now our Chyxthes 

*Enxenties axe reducible to three principal 
Herds ox Bands: The: firſt whereof are the 

openly debauched, ;protane, and Men, A- 
theiſtically diſpoled;) who-think they were 
born at all adventures, and came into-the 
World ; as:the Leviathau\wasg fent into the 
Deep, .meerly to ſport and take their, par 
1ime therein 3 who-axc-.as wile.in theis 

jown;tyes as David's Fopl,- and, lay in theix 
hearts; There 44 no: God 3, who laugh at all 
things ſacred, as being gut. of- their-Ele+ 
ment, and make no more accompt of Rg- 
Jigien than of an ordinary piece of State- 
Poliey.;.' It ray be they wear the name of 
Chriſtians at large, and own themſclves.of 

-oxre.:rather-than any other Church tor fa- 
#hions ſake; or ſaving their credit, on ſome 
ſecular intereſt ; but-if you examine their 

Prinejples:; and PraGtifes, more narrowly, 

.they:will be found to-belong rather to the 
Devils Ghappe!. For were they hearty 
and in c4mett,'they could not pollibly at 
- 4 , cr 
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fer from all Secs: of Relipioumifs int the 
World, who do conſtantly admixe-and re» 
verence their reſpeQive Prieſts and-Prea* 
chers in-what quality or circumſtances ſo- 
ever they be But the Grandees and:moſt 
robuſt - among theſe? imodern Sadduces 
don't level their ſcoffs and reproaches ſo 
low as the inferiour Clergy , the little Vis. 
ears and Curater '( that were 'impar con» 
reſis, and a fitter task for ſome'young' 
beginner , ſome Novice in Raillery, who: 
hath. juſt parts and skill enough” to make 
a Cobweb-Net that will cake the leffer: 
Flies) but aim rather at the'chiefeſt of our” 
Church-Governors, it being a more noble- 
Conqueſt,a more ſure and expedite way to: 
wound Religion (that's the great project) 
through their ſides. They are ſo tar from 
accompting. the Flders that rule never ſo 
well worthy uf doxble, nay ſingle Honour... 
that they tear not-to revle Gods: bigheſb 
Prieft;,, to deride , flander and Jampoon 
the moſt renowned Prelate, evenwhen- he: 
hath his moſt ſolemn audience , when he' 
is delivering his Embaſhe trom thegreat 
Monarch of Heaven, to his Vicegerent here 
on Earth. . So-that it is no fanle of our' 
Religion, or of the Miniſtry thexeof , but: 
H 3 the 
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ruinous decay of Chriſtian Piety ſupplanted 
of late by Wnchriſtian Practiſe, (for the 
true Caules whereof ; I reter my Readers 
to that excellent Tra&gte, whoſe Authar's 
Name the World js hithexto unworthy-of) 
which prompts this: Herd of brutiſh Hes 
Fars to dehie and conterpn'our Clergy and 
Religion both. 

- A ſecond Band of our Churches Ene- 
mies are the Popiſh Recuſants ; who, ta» 
king the adyantage of our late intelime 
difterences 3 and baving learnt of St. Pe- 
rer's pretended Succeſſour to hh moſt ad+ 
vantagiquſly in trahled waters,have mucty 
augmented, if not doubled their ancient 
number. And he that made ſuch a grie- 
vous complaint of ,our being fo 'much 
over-ſtock'd with Divines,had never heard 
of the Feſuites brags beyond Sea ſave , Sir 
Edwyn Saydys tells us of, that the Eng]iſh 
Semingries abroad ſend forth more Priefts 
than our two Univerſities at home de-Mi- 
wniſters : And where ſhould the Scene of. 
their Acion be laid more properly than in 
their own Country ? What greater ſer- 
vice can they do the Court of Rome, than. 
to infec and poiſon their Native Air with 
forcign Yapours ? Who more fit:to throw 

tne 


[102] 
the Kingdom into a Chuxch-relapſe, tham 
they who are ſo well acquainted with the. 
Temper , Language, Manners, Cufioms, 
Laws and Religion of the Country ? It 
1s Not to be queſtion'd: but they, and all 
the Proſelytes they either find, or make a« 
mongſt us, are no Favourers of. our Relj- 
gion or Clergy, but doprivately and open» 
ly. (when they dare). calumniate and de+ 
cry-both, as deſtructive to the Game and 
Intereſt they are to manage 3..and the true 
and.only reaſon: of their contemning and. 
vilifying us, isan cager deſire of enlarging 
their own Territories, that. the Roms 
might come in-once again, and take away 
both our Place and Nation. And there- 
tore that our Charch neither is,” nor ex= 
pets to be prized by them, more than o= 
thers they are /pleas'd to. call Hereticks, 
(becauſe they cannot digeſt their corrupt 
Emnovations tor current Goſpel ) .is their 
Goodneſs more than our Deſert. 4 
- The. third: and laft Body of our Chur- 
ches Encmies;are the Fqnatick Reenſants in 
the other extream :. tor though Manaſſeb 
declares tierccly againft Ephraim, 'and E- 
phraim exclaims as much againſt Maxaſſehs 
yet both combine and unite their torces 
H 4 againſt 
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apainſt the Common Enemy, poor Judah, 
And truly to ſpeak freely, and give theſe 
later their due,I muſtneeds ſay the Church 
of Exglaud hath ſufter'd very much of late 
in her Reputation. by their means : for they 
arc a ſort of clamorous' Zealots , reffle(s 
and troubleſom Saints, 'as ever pretended 
to be of Chrijts retinue , who are for re. 
forming Church and State, and all things 
hut themſelves and their own pernicious 
Opinions, Seneex's character of unſtable 
Men ſeems to be. calculated' particularly 
for then, Nihil libere volunt , nibil abſo= 
Intd , nibil ſemper : for they know not 
what they would have 3 and if you grant 
all their unreaſonable demands , they are 
not fatished , but ſtill crying with the 
Daughters of the Horſe-leech, Give, give. 
They had too. preciſe thoughts of them- 
ſelves to continue in our Communion 3 
and therefore , like the young brood of 
Vipers , made their way through their 
Mothers Bowels to procure their own. 1i- 
berty : And that there might be room for 
a vew Model of Government, . neceſſity 
obliged them to pluck down the od one 
- fixſt. To this end all their artifices, eſpe 
cially Preachments, were dirc&ed , they 
48 cryng 
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5 
crying out againlt Epiſcopacy ; as the IK! 
han o Eden did of Lec Ferufalen,* 
Down with it , down with tt , even to'tht" 
= z making nothing to Rr A 

jouſly the Prelatical Fattion , ( though” 
themſelves are forc'd to corifeſs 1t is ſuch” 
a'FaTtion as hath troubled 'the Church ever 
hince the Apoſtles times) and by this means/ 
they «quickly begat -an odiam in Mens 
Minds as-well againft -the ancient Rites - 
and Ceremonies of the Charch, as againſt 
the Perfons of the Biſhops and Orthod6x 
Clergy for-their ſakes. ' To them we owes 
all that Anarchy in Spiritual and CiviF' 
Matters, which , like a thick Cloud, did+ 
{o long overſpread us, and broke out*at* 
length into Thunder and Lightning abont” 
our tears; *twas the fruit of their worthy 

Labours that our Goſhen was turned into 
an Egypt by Uſurping Tyrants who knew 

not Foſeph, and the Rod of Aaron ſerved 


for no otheruſe a long time but to ſcourge ' 
the Sons of Levi. Nor is it any wonder | 
that the prejudices they raiſ{edygſainſtonr 


Liturgy and its Afﬀertours are not-yet 


worn out , conſidering how. preſumptus»- 


ouſly and indeſpjght of all Law both Sa-- 
cred and Civil, the Nonconformiſts ll 
ws keep 
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keep up their private Conventicles to con- 
ficm the Brethren in all che talſe Notions 
they had formerly unbibed. Burt all this 
while the true rea{on that this whole Par- 
- ty. (taking in all its ſub-diviſtons ) deſpiſe 
and oppole our Reverend Clergy, is, for 
their conſtant and approved Loyalty to 
God and the King , and ſticking cloſe to 
both in all Weathers., it being their moſt 
ſacred Principle , Not to meddle with them 
that are given. to Change. | 
. How great a part of the Nation theſe 

three Squadrons of our Churches Enemies 
make, is too {ad a Theme for me to.en- 
large upon 3 they have over-{pread the 
Land like Locuſts, and *ewould puzzle a 
very ' good Arithmetician to Coinpute 
them: it is (uthcicnt for my preſent pur- 
pole that none of them diſlike-our Clergy 
either for their Igwarance or Poverty , (for 
the more Rich and Learned it.1s,tne worſe 
they hate or cnvy it) but upon valily dif- 
ferent Motiyes 3 the firſt ſpeak evil of 
ther ( an 3] things facred ) purely en 
the accompt of their own zrre/zgion the 
ſecond, for their oppoling the corrupted 
Dodrine and: Diſcipline of Rome 3 the 
thad, for their malignant Loyalty og > 
oly* 
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ſolv*d Obedience to Gpd and his: Church, 
maugre all Scotzſh Coptnants Or "Geneus 
Models. | i 

The reſidue of the Nation we ſhall al- 
low to. be either in realicy or pretence at 
leaſt ſo far the Churches Friends, as'that 
ny 5 not hkely tobe tempted in haſte 
to throw off her Communion upon any 
{core 3, and yet I muſt freely grant ,- that 
neither have many of them fo-juſt-an 
elteem and value for the boly FunRion as 
thcy ought to have. 

However, if we find out a more prov 
bable and ſubſtantial Reaſon why they are 
alſo wanting in theig due eſtimation of 
the Prieſthood , than either of thoſe twqg 
our (mall Conjures hath hit upon ,, his 
bufineſs, I preſume, will be compleatly 
done he may een fit him down and gueſy 
again,or rather take the Poets advice alopg 
with-him for the future, 


\ Sumite materiam veſtris qui ſcribitis 4+ 
Viribu ——— ( queans 


and chuſe ſome fitter ſubjedt for him and 
his idle Muſes to play with next time,and 
not zuCa)dicv, not intrude into thole things 
he #nderftands not. Now 
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. Now if we would ſpeak out , and an- 
(wer plainly - and truly how it-comes to 
paſs that ſo many of our pretended Friends 
Pive us-not due reſpect and honour}, * we 
mult ſay it 15 becauſe our Clergy are not 
publickly allowed the Anthority due to 
their Function ,- and neceffary tor execu- 
ting the. power of | the Keys 3 T mean, 
thewwant of that godly Diſcipline of Cox- 
feſſion/ and Penance inthe Primitive Church, 
which our Church of England hath long 
fince wiſhed for,, and Sir Edwyn Sandys 
fzich mmight have been better reſtored in 
all the reformed Churches to its Primitive 
ſincerity, than utterly aboliſhed and neg- 
Ie&ted 2s in moſt places it is : for although 
we do juſtly charge the preſent Church of 
Rome for corrupting ' and depenerating 
from this ancient holy Diſcipline by their 
notorious abuſes of it, particularly by their 
laying the main ſtreſs and efficacy of it; np- 
on the definitive ſentence of Abſolution, 
(which, zccording; to the Treat Council, is 
even before any truits of Repentance are 
produced, and requires no after penance, 
but a few Ave Marics and Pater Noſters, 
with ſome cafe Alms to them- that are a- 
ble, and a little faſting to ſuch as are wil- 
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ciples to Church-mecmberſhip by Baptzlm, 

butalſo.in rejeding Heretical, Schilmati, 

cal.and jrymoral Profefſqurs, and henghs 

ſolving and re-ademageng paern into Com 
c 
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munjon, upon their.unteigned ſubmiſſion, 
and demonſtrations gffingers Repentaneed 


[#10] 
is founded itnmiediately upon our Lords 
own Inſtitution, -and the Apoſtles and 
their Succeffours to the Worlds end, de- 
rive their Authority from, and "by the 
ſame Commiſſion given them, St. Marth. 
18. 18. Whatſvever 'ye bind on earth , ſhall 
be bond in b-aven 3 and whatſoeyer ye looſe 
ont earth, ſhall be-+toofed in heaven 3 or as 
It "is explained and tenewed , St.' Fobn 
20: 231 Whoſe fins ſoever ye remit, they are 
remitted x»to them 3 and whoſe f ns 'ſoever 
ye retain, t they are retained. 

"Nor , Secondly, can it be denied: by 
any Mm that is acquainted with the Sects 
of the: Montanifts-; Novatians , - Donatift r, 
ind Meletinns , and-nnderſiands the pra- 
Qice of the = poop legible in 
- the Writings of the ApoRiles, -ancient Fac 
thers and Councils; {particularly that of 
Elvira in Spain, held divers years before 
that at Nicea, 46d therefore counted as 
anGent- as any the Church hath-) but thac 
the cure of fin by penance is ar tinqueſti- 
enable Tradition of the Apoſtles: Not 
fo mention: matty other obvious Texts to 
that purpoſe, themoſtnatural and prima« 
ry meaning of It: ParP's charge to-Timo+ 
thy; T Tim 5:22. Lay bands ſnddirly on 
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10 max z neither be partaker of other - mens 
ns, myſt needs be fetcht from that known 
Apglolical Cuſtom, of admitting lapſed 
Chriſtians ta penance arid the Prayers" of 
he Chuxch) by 1mpaſition.of hands. | 
Thirdly and laſtly, Secxet Conteflion 
of Sins (otherwiſe nat notorious) in or- 
der to their cure, hath been the inviolare 
raCtice of the Weltern (bating their abu- 
bc aforeſaid ) and allo of the Eaſtern 
Churches , particularly that of Conftanti- 
ndple, even to this day 3 and it is recom- 
mended and preflced as a duty incumbent 
on the generality of-Chriſtians, as wellby 
the ancient Fathers as_ modern Authors 
both of the Roman Church, and alſo of 
the Reformation. The Anpuſtize Cons 
telon ſays peremptorily ,. Impinm efſet ex 
Eccleſia tollere privatam Abſolutionem, That 
it were an ungodly , a facrilegious thing 
to rob the Church of Chriſt of private 
Abſolution. And Chenmitius in his Exa> 
- men Concil- Trid. gives a fivefold accqmpt 
of the ule and profitableneſs of this Dif 
cipline of private Conteſhion. 7) 
. 1+ Fox the information of the 3 
rant. concerning the true knowledge.. the 
degrees and htinouſnels of fn, and the 
T1gat 
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ight way of .performing repentance; 

mou For iN ray vize how' each (in 13 
{> toibe cured .and:mortified, that it:may 
1be.avoided for the future ,” and: what a+ 
mendment of lite is to be oppoled to ſuch 
:and ſuch fins« et 4\/ « 

-1- 3» For Counſel; that in doubtful caſes 
Pzltours may -advife - and  inftruct their 
-Hlocks out of Gods Word. = 
[11:45 For Spintual Comfort, to reliev 
diſturbed Confciences. © =p 

Laftly , '('becauſe. Abſolution is to be 

giver-only to ſuck:as- appear truly peni- 
rent). that the. Paftour himſelf may be af- 
ſured whether he ought to bizd or looſe. - 
.- Our Church. of: England in- particular 
xefuſeth the beneht. of it- te none, urgeth 
it 2x extremis, and; requires it for quieting 
of. troubled Conſciences, as is manifeſt in 
her ſeveral Offices of the Communier, and 
the'Vifitation of the fick. Notwithftand= 
ingÞH. this, wotul experience tells us, that 
thepradtice of this holy. Dilcpline hath 
been declining every day more- and *more 
ever ſince that deſperate opinion was firſt 
tnoacht in the World, That Mcitate jauſts- 
fied by believing they are predeſtinated to life; 
(which reſolves all Chriſtian Duties into 
. 86>.4. 1 a 
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4 new notion'of Fgith, little different fron 
@ ſtrong fancy) and is now grown almoſt 
utterly out of faſhion amonght us, and.ne+ 
ver (I fear) likely torecovyer its ancleve 
_ praGiiſe.. ' Now the want of this maſt 
reaſonable and neceſſary Diſcipline, is at- . 
_tended with very many d us conle- 
quences, ſuch as thele : The practiſe of 
religious Duties in general runs to decay : 
. Men'grow accuſtomed to, and at length 
hardned in their fins, by ſatisfying, them<- 
felves with a ſuperficial repentance,or none 
at all : They content themſelves with a 
palliative cure oft+times in ſtead of a ſound 
one , by reaſon of their own jgnorance 
or partiality.z for every Man hath not skill 
enough tu be his own Phyſitian; and they 
that have, do wiltully miſtake ſometimes 
a Cordial for a Corrolive ; They ruſh un- 
worthily upon that Tremendum Evangelit 
_ Myſteriuumt , ( as Saint Auguſtine calls the 
Sacratnent of the Euchariſt ) without due 
-pxepdration : They fall into Herefies and 
Errours, by. leaning to their own under- 
ſtanding , by miſ-interpreting or miſ-ap- 
plying the holy Scriptures, and not cons 
{ulting with ,. and ſubmitting to bertgr 
Judgments ; Theit Conſengey ſeldom 
| _quet 
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quiet, but like'the tronbled Sea , boyfing 
up defpairing thoughts ; becauſc they ap- 
ply not themſelves to the Delegates and 
Commiſfartes of Him , whom the Winds 
and the' Sea obeyed, T mean, the Priefts of 
the living God : They venture their Sal- 
vation upon flender and 'uncertain Evi- 
dences, and hinder their Paſtour from do- 
Ing the belt Offices he can for them, (and 
moſt likely to ſucceed ) in order thereun- 
to: All that they will allow him,jis,to ſhoot 
at rovers, and preach his heart out in cha- 
ſtiſing ſin in general, whereas an occaſio- 
val private conference with Him now and 
then , wete'much more probable'to effe&t 
their particular cure» No Man ever 
"doubted, but one good remedy well ap- 
plied by a .skilful Hand, is more Mely to 
"care a Man of the Gout or -Dropſie, than 
the hearing of five hundred Anatomy-Le- 
Etures to that purpoſe. And amongſt ma- 
Ty other ill conſeqences, this is evidently 
"one, That the power of the Keys is in part 
taken away, the due Authority of-the 
Pricihood reftrained and impaired, and 
conſequently their eſteem leflen'd,, their 
Function not valued as it ought to be by 
the People, and their Perſons ſometimes 

hs expoſcd 


[215] | 
expoſed to Contempt : And therefore let 
bit this ancient holy Diſcipline be reſtored 
amongſt us; cither by a-publick Ad of the 
Church, or by the unanimous. P iſe of 
thoſe that profeſs themſelves of our 
munion, and then Jcet;common ſenſe, judge 
if thele effects will not neceflarily, follow 
uponit ; The Life.of Religion will quick- 
ly grow more into faſhion, :. Meg, will be 
- more. caretul of | diſcharging their Baptiſ; 
-mal Vow , more afraid of f{in.,, more 
cere in their Repentance, Fagings, Pray- 
ers, and Works of Charity , ani us 
quently the People muſt needs believe chat 
their Paſtours belong .to God more.than. ors 
dinary Folks ,z _ they, cannar, but haye a 
hearty reſpect, an Honour cages. ok 
theifSpiritual Guides and Phylitians, who 
watth.daily- over-their Souls, by whole 
are As xy, A ener hear 
ghoſtly ort , ve quiet] 
—_ bere in ul Godlinels and ; 3s 
&y, and in the end.atrain to Everlalting 
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T Ow havitg fofair an- occaſion offers 
ed; give me'leave to expoſtulate -a 
while with all thoſe who profeſs them 
ſelves of our' Communion , and yet-do 
nor- heartily reſpect - and value-the boly 
Fnnttion , meerlybecaufe- they neglect the 
uſe of that Catholick-and Apoſtolk Dib- 
cipline aforeſaid,” arid 'Þ have dones: + 
— When-our Enemies reproadtrus,/we can 
bearit cheerfully," rejoyong* ( with the- A- 
poliles, AF; $7417 ): that we are rannied 
worthy to ſoffer ſhame for bis Nomes-+«Bac 
If you that are our Companions and-dear 
Brethren , who walk together with us #0-2he 
Houſe” of God as Friends , Plal. 55, hp 
Have eaten frequently ( not- of our Broad 
perhaps, as David complains; but)-6fithe 
Bread of #ife adminifived- byws $216 Yor 
alſo undervalue our Perſons-or Office when 
we deſerve it not, (fo far weare compelled 
to boaſt of our Infirmities) Forgive us this 
wrong. Ka? os Finn 3 — an undc- 
{erved flight From her own Sons is the 
greateſt 
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cateſt, ARM 5 can ke A ur 

- ent Mathers Heaxc ES 

belecch you a x Name tot 
few ſhort particulars into your molt 
ous and impartia 

Conſider, Firſt, that hilt you, 


m 


tinue unkind towards ug,. You 4ts,. 
while much moxe_crxel to, 


we loſe only a Temporal od, Yo 
Gon Ht A privs- hp FR. 
many [ps | Oy 
zard your Et cal Po. 
"Conſider, Secondly, that you Ie eafily 


[waded to for a.Phyſitian whien 
ooinots lie lick o's mane Feaver, ang 


bs Lora Ve a good of him weh 
od) he Senony you, frotti Death 


5's Like; > Lark =—_ ywlet the FED 
that a.mor is prized {0 highlyq- 
bave an immortal Rt 2 ox, what ptll- 
depce 3s it to be. moxe. ſollicitous for Pie- 
ing a Temporal , than for ſccurir 
Eternal Life? Neither Phyſitap: is. 
ly to do. you much ſervice, if you = 
conſulting them till. the. laſt galp upan 
your Death-bed ,. as the manier-of Ptic 
15.3 and if you, be ſhie of diſcovering . 
Four, Diſcaſe to eiker what c 
' 3 
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pg ef moved have of being cured? 

cat 2; grotus, Medicd vnluus confite- 

fe pw. Meliting, 208 curat; faith 

Se bo upon this yery ſubject: 'Al- 
thou h oo Lord and Maſter bark com- 
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| .confe = Your Jt h As. one” 0 prog St. 7 = 
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3 wah the thins. 
the benefit of ie Pra hogg bo Chrj A 
advice of others , no'Man being a cattpe- 
tent judge i in his own.cauſe. ' Much'more 
then-ought you to $ tbe: your ſelves, 
and diſcloſe your 'gtievances to. ybur*P3- 

ftonre, who are preſuined tobe Beft able 

to-folve your doubts, and ſap} ly Your 
by wants, and who w are mtruſt= 
abſove 
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ſer, Fe Ty, row havebta 
es Mo ber in the-tormer Exhior- 
gation before the Communion, to repair'to 
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your own, or (incaſe of his ſickneſs, im- 
potent age , Or any like infirmity ) ſome 
other diſcreet and. learned Miniſter of Gods 
Word, and to open your grief to Hins, that 
ye may receive ghoſtly comfort, counſel apd, 
Abſolution for the relief of your diſtreſſed. 
Cimſezencetr. And how many ſad;inſtan« 
cs did our late Times produce of thoſe, 
who by negleQing this (very) old Chai- 
Tian Duty , aid puzzling thew Brains 
with new Notions of Gods unſearchable 
Decrees, not only Toft their ies, but fell 
into utter deſpair of ever being ſaved ? 

Conſider, Laſtly , how provident and 
tender your Mother the Church is, leſt 
your ſecrets ſhould be at any time betray» 
ed; your p#/tvacier made publick-by-an un- 
faithful or imprudent Confeſſour ; tor in 
her 113 Canon ſhe pronounces ſuch an 
one Irregular ipſo'fafo : that is to ſay, the 
party {o offending doth not only torfcic 
all the Ecclefiaſtical Preterments which he 
hath at the preſent , but renders himſelf 
uncapable of receiving any other for the 
tizne-to-came :-and Confeſſion made .upan 
ſuch ſecurity, will be as ſaving to the fame 
of the Penitent, as the Abſolxtion to his 
Soxl., as the Learned Doctor H. well ob- 
 lerves, P I 4 And 
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And ſo I conclude all with my hearty 


fig to God for you, that He would 
lighten and _ your Minds from all 
Prejudice , and infline your Wills to the 
iidanimous and ſpeedy praQtice of fo im- 
portant a Chriſtian Dity , Cor Priviledge 
rather) fo pron wt. concernin; = ad- 
rm of God 5 Glory , the rede 
| 5 as Honour of Hi is Prief, and the 

tion of your own yr , — 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen. Ann, 


fir) 


POSTSCRIPT: 


Y $9 Papers bad Tong finct 
* F © beeninthePreſs', bur char. 
heard of a ſecondPart.of the Conrempe 
of the &/2xg3 coming 6nr, by the ſand 
Author , which” I was willing ro fe 
and peruſe before 1 publiſhed ch&m, 
Ang although I find ie to'be another 
mans Province. to make a Repl 0 
char; (if yer ſuch a, ling £6 
ol and 
cal, 


errinence be warthy of any} 
ISI not ta 7 raend 2 
as to thruſt'my Sicle into another 
mans Field ; yet'T chink my ſelf con- 
cerned briefly to animadverr upon 
thofe particular paſſages therein, 
whereby the Author ſtems to minte 
the matter , and excuſe bimſelf , or 
put by the-thruſts, and 'weaken any 

argument I have made againſt _ 
gs _ 
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Letter. I begin with thoſe paſſages, 
where he alters' the ſcene, and com- 
mends the Learning and Wiſdom of our 
Clergy,which (ſaith he, pag, 33;) the 
whole world have always admired, aud 

' bave reaſon frill to do, aud our Adver- 
ſeries to dread, And again, pag, 35, 
know no. reaſon to deny that = Clergy 
of the Land doth daily conſiderably im- 
prove. And again, pag, 184. 7t iis, & 
fren of nothing but perfet madneſs, 

1g worance, and ſtupidity not to acknow- 
= that the preſent Church of Eng- 
land affords as conſiderable Scholars, 
@nd as ſolid and eloquent Preachers , as 
are any where to be found in the whole 
Chriftizn world, Thijs is ſomewhat 
like ; I hope we {hill bring bun to 
ſpeak ruth 10 time. Now our Clergy 
is either ſtrangely.improved.iq a,very 
ſhorr ſpace, or cle T. 3. harh chan- 
ged his mind ;_ for it is not 4.year a- 
go.fince he laid the impuration of Jz- 
parece and Folly ypon the very ſame 
hh ergy 
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Clergy.to which he owattribotesſo 
much Learning andi Wiſdom. 1; have 
already ſhewn tharhis firſ# Letter is 
builc upon a falſe: foundation”, and 
conſequently, thar'the ſuperſtruQure 
thereof is'as weak andiſenfleſs, as if he 
had.fpail'd ſo muct-paper to giye-us 
an>2ccount; of. thegrounds and:rea- 
Jonbwhy'z'Fab-havid:hold as much 
waiter with a Carp of-twenty inches 
Jong ivir, as without it , when - all 
thiswhile, uponexperiment, ghang'iis 
nofſach-matter=: 'and I have onlychis 
ra ſayaiow;} tharche makes; us)bi\t'a 
poor requital ih this; He btft-bhreaks 
ou , and&cheti pretends. te\give 
us 2 Plaiſter;He calls:15 all ar ranghr, 
and-then: ſays he did. nor deſign ar in- 
rendunharm's yo moped indi 
outRepuration fo deep, !thar tr's; 
Hhis3killrocure it ſuddenly: (as good 
a *Mountebaick + as -he would be 
thought) withour-leaving 2 dreadful 
Sir behind; and. he-1s a" 
311 ge 
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ped to the world , if they wilt rerhiey 
credit theſe his ſecondt ts. and 
rake rhem-ro! be as unakerable as his 
laſk Will and Teſtament. -« 

In'the next place he is forced 
_ —__ had urged ar 1; 
-gainft nimy acquainting us (p.62.) 
Shs they were he chiefly MITES ; 
:charge with rude, zvomonleft',, and: al 
muſt blaſphemomus ds nl mars fro Pul- 

pits and putting 't em. off with thoſe 
Neth wollifyingd {emeences, as it-weye, 
as [1149 fo jay; and with reverence be 
it Pokew, they: were thoſe (lays: he) 
who ts the late times (aud have not as 
"yet left it off ): called themſelnes'Gud's 
| Saints, his Fawetrites, aud (as1 
"may fo ſay) his Intimado's, but in rea- 
lity- were more 'Oltber's than Gods : 

' (meaning, | fappole,Sr. Hugh Peters, 
who was canobiz'd ar ChaerztgsCroſs, 
andthe reſt of thote. Frumperers of 
Sedition who were Chaplains to that 
Grand Uſurptr.). And again;; cſs 
the 
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the Mop-Conformifleravuth;, be tells 
them C(p»:10 1. that their dear  Bre- 
thren are 4s mach conterned 45 anyhody 
effe (in his firſt 'Lerter) and heve 6 
great # ſhare inthoſe Inflancts that are 
produced out of .1dle Sermons : So that 
his wayof arguing. is moſt pradigi- 
ouſly clear and convincing (as I have 
formerly intimared.) Peters and Ster- 
y, &c;:preachrRebellion, and Trea- 
on, and Blaſphemies : ergo, the pre- 
{&nm- Clergy did” cur:0 . the : Kings 
Head. Now Tappealto all mankind, 
if ir be fair play tro make a Linſey. 
woolſey Hiſtory of Conformiſts and 
Non-conformiſts, of the Layal and 
Orthodox Sons of Levi, and thoſe 
perfidious Apoſtated Sons of Korah, 
without .#ll manger of diſtinQtion, 
(they-boiug: of more> irreconcilable 
Principles and'Praftices; than a Pto- 
teftant and aPapiſt,)*and then father 
the failrs of: the guilty upon che inno- 
cent ; as Nero charged the —_ 
wit 
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with firing of Rowe , when he ktiew it 
was done by himſelf, and his. own Fa- 
Qion, Nay, he is not content to doit 
himſelf only, bur brings in the reve- 
rend Mr. Thorndike to bear falfe wit- 
neſs for him (pag: $1. of the firſt Ler- 
ter) by wreſting his words from-their 
intended and plain ſenſe, as his man- 
ner-is : for the «ſual Preaching Mr- 
Th. chaſtiſeth as a hinderance rather 
of Salvation, is that of the factious 
Separatiſts, (not-of our Octhodox 
Clergy) whom he there calls their 
Preachers, and charges them further 
with their will-worſhip Prayers after 
Sermon, whereby evil Dettrine (ſaith 
he) is repeeted to God, | for 4 bleſſing 
of his Spirit upon it, as you may, ſee 
at large in his Book of Fuſt- Weights 
and Meaſures, Cap.22. pag. 152;153, 
And therefore this ingennuows Gentle- 
man muſt not think to ſhelter himſelf 
under the fober Author of the Friend- 
ly Debate his wing ( although he 
would 
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ods = _— his Voucher 
and Paralel, page $2.) for the c 

riſon (as 1 on fo ſay) 1s ——_ 
ous, A Garment ſuited to the fickle 
Mooy, cannot well fir the conſtant 
Sur, Surely there is ſome ſmall dit- 
ference between ore that relates the 
true and real ab{urdities of falſe Bre- 
thren , ſpurious Church-men , who 
have renounc'd the Faith of Engliſh 
Chriſtians ; and another, thar pre- 
ſumesto pin falſe ſtories and fooleries 
upon our #rwe genuine and learned 
Clergy : as much as to ſay , becauſe 
that Author calls it »»nrder to kill a 
man upon the Kings High way , ours 
may be allowed to ſay it is alſo mwr- 
der for a Judge to ſentence a Felon to 
die, upon Convidion, or for the Exe- 
cutioner to do his Office. 

: In other places he makes a face as 
if he had a mind to commence Mo- 
deſty, eat. his words , repent of-his 
manner of expreſſion, and perſwade 

us 
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us of his good meaning , and hogeſt 
intentions at the bottom : for he ſays 
(pep. $1.) 1 am not yet come to that de- 
gree of ſelf-conceit and confidence, as 
Fo recommend my own words, phraſe, or 
ſtyle ; and 1 had rather the Anſwerer 
ſhouts find fault with the manner of my 
expreſſien, and delight himſelf in think- 
Jng, that it is not ſuitable to the ſub- 
jef, than be guilty of ſo much folly and 
impudence, as vigorouſly to maintain or 
magnifie the ſame : Only thus much 
Sir (ſpeaking to R. L, his endeared 
Friend) 21ay poſſibly be believed by yow, 
and perhaps by ſome few beſides, that I 
aid not put in: one idle or extravagant 
-mord on purpoſe to render any of the 
(lergy contemptible , bat did only juſt 
-endeavonr to keep people awake till they 
read it, And again (pag. 91.) In my 
firſt Letter 1 did rather make it my bu- 
fineſs .to grve 4 ſhort Hiſtory of whas 
was aerided or blamed, than ſluaie to 
invent Of complain of what might be 
res 
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ſented wnprofirable , of ridiculows :; 
And (pag. 101. )--1t was. altogethay. 
agajnſs wy deſign. to bring ay. of the 
Clergy into contempt, &c; A fairpro- 
feſfion one would think, butie mufY 
be examined: with much tenderneſs 
and'charity , or there will. be found 
very little of- reality in it :--For'f ir 
be folly and Impudence tomaintainthe 
' fzle and manner of expreſſion'in the 
firſt Letter, as not ſuitable tothe ſub- 
feet, why does he carry on the Meta- 
hor, and continue the ſame ſtain in 
the ſecond > He lays further-, he did 
nor put in one 4a/e or extravagant 
word (into the firſtipart) on pwpoſe to 
make any of the Clergy (onptemprible ; 
and 'ris ſirange 'met1' will not believe 
him, when they find it one great bu- 
fineſs of his ſecond Adventure; to keep 
people awake ſtill, thar-is , to rake up 
faine hundreds- of idle extravagant 
words, meerly to expoſe his Anſwer- 
&,. who is oxe ofithe Clergy. No que- 
| k ſtion 
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ſion it was altogether aga:nſt his De- 
fign to bring his Anſwerer (and the 
reſt of, his Brettiren ).into Contempt, 
when he laughs all-along, rather than 
writes at him , and only tickles the 
Skirts of the buſineſs. with affected 
flouriſhes,' anſwering his moſt mate- 
rial objeions, with fine ſtoties of a 
Cock and a Bull, and Heyte Teyte's , or 
to 2m0770w Morning I found a Horſe> 
ſhove, but I mult tell hiny, that, "to 
r{\wade the world we zntexd 'no 
ure, and delign honeſtly , when our 
actions viſibly run counter, is an.old, 
an antiquated cheat chat will not down 
with wiſe men now adays, being fit to 
be owned by none'burt ſuch ungodly 
miſcreants, as could take up Arms a- 
gainſt, and. at length murder their 
lawful Sovereign ,. under pretence of 
meaning well all- this: while , and 4w- 
texding. only ta.make him a glorious 

King, 100% 
. To proceed ; better late than ne- 
| vers 


[ 131 ] 

never, (p. 86.) he: rakes notice that 
the Biſhops have augmented the Vicar- 
ages in their gift, (and who knows = 
bur he zntexded to put in the Deans 
and Chapters too) and tells us of 
ſums of money employed towards 
the redeeming of the great Tithes, of 
Impropriations reſtored, and of the good 
Inclinations of this preſent Parkia- 
zent,. &c, but this ſhould have been 
done.in his firſt Letter by right, and 

rhaps he had done it there,bur that 
he did not think on't ; or rather be- 
cauſe he did think on't : for it would 
have taken off ſomewhat from the Po- 
wverty and ſhrimpedneſs of his Cler- 

y, he was then deſcribing. However 
he falls to ſalving again at the foot of 
this page, laying; I hope I have ſaid 
wothing to abate the charity, or good 
purpoſes of pious Benefattors , or to ſtop 
the affiſting hands of our preſent Go- 
wvernours, No? then he is infinitely 


obliged to them that they don't be- 
| | K 2 lieve 
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lieve bim ; for if all-thoſe he calls 
the Per Clergy, be ſo peerant as he 
makes them, (aſſigning rhe particular 
reafons to ſhew ' ic impoſhble it 
ſhould be otherwiſe, viz. their mean 
Education, watit of Money , Books, 
Time, and ſuch other things, withour 
which few men prove very great 
Scholars) 'Tis pity their maintenance 
ſhould be made better 3 307. per an. 
being rather too large and magnih- 
cent an allowance for ſuch pitiful fel- 
lows as he moſt, invidiouſly and fall 
makes them. But thanks be to God, 
our preſent Governours and Benefa- 
ors don't take all for current Goſpel 
that every gifted Lay-Brorher talks 
at rovers, knowing full well that the 
generality even of our inferiour Cler- 
gy are of good worth and norte ; and 
ſee no ſhadow of reaſon in borh his 
Letters (nor ever will in an handred 
more of the ſame ſtamp) toalter their 
noble and piows Intentions, 

Laſt- 
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' Laffly:, whereas he fancies (p 
roi.) that, 5f any are ſo weak, andſo 
regardleſs as to meficke him," (ort;' by 
thinking his defigh was w—_— 
Ckregy into Contempt) - they” art #3 
ther ſome of the giddy and ſoft-headed 
Non-Conformiſts , or ſome of tht idle 
and inconfiderable Laity, 1 muſt aflure 
him that a very great part of the Or- 
thodox Clergy and moſt confiderable 
Laity too ate very much of the ſame 
opinion , it being paſt their skill to 
find out any more rational and plau- 
fible end that ſhould prompt him to 
make ſuch an Adyenture in Emphifh, 
fince, had be clothed his Difcay:fe in 
(that ſo much deſpiſed thing called). 
Latine , it could not hay& been 
half ſo obnoxious. And Wy w 5 
the ſequel of his. diſcourſe he” bids 
the P«piſts, Non-(onformiſts, conteited 
new Phuloſophnſts , -modiſh Gallaxts, 
Hettors, and Atheifts of the age hold 
their tongues, ſhowing he can _ 

"0 the 
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the beſt of them all ridiculous if he 
pleaſe ; yet what {ſatisfaction is this 
to the injured Clergy ? he ſends them 
more company indeed, but ſuch as 
they never much delighted in ; and 
he .muſt not think he can undeceive 
ſuch men with .as much eaſe- as he 
hath' deeeived them : for (let him 
write till Doomſday to the contrary) 
they will rake him at his firſt word, 
and believe he hath given them ſuf- 
ficient reaſon , grounds , and occaſion 
to blaſpheme the holy Fuxtt1on. In the 
mean time, f{ince, a man of this Au- 
thors parts and confidence may play 
with any other ſubjefF in the world 
as wellas thi, and abuſe any pro- 
teſſion of men whether Gentry, Law- 
yers , Phyſicians , Citizens , &c. 
whilſt he rakes the liberty of ſay- 
ing what he pleaſes, by inventing 
falſe ſtories, adding to, pervert- 
ing , and m—_ ſuch as are, in 
part, true , and carrying on the 
| whole 
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' whole work of a Romancer, I hope 
all ſober Chriſtians, will think ne- 
ver the worſe of, but rather increaſe 
their eſteem and good opinion of ſs 
Reverend and Learned a Clergy. 


